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BANGLADESH 


AID, COOPERATION PACT SIGNED WITH FRG 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Bangladesh will receive 180 million Deutche Mark (Taka 150 crore) from the 
Federal Republic of Germany as grant for the current fiscal years under separate 
agreement signed between the two countries in Dacca on Thursday reports BSS. 


The agreements are the outcome of four-day bilateral talks between the visiting 
West German economic delegation led by Dr F Klamser, head of the Asian Division of 
the FRG Economic Cooperation Ministry, and the Bangladesh Government. 


Of the total amount 60 million DM (Taka 50 crore) is to be used for the import of 
urgently needed goods and services, 20 million DM (Taka 16.7 crore) will be used 

for the import of fertilizer and the construction of warehouses for fertilizer. Of 
the total 40 million DM (Taka 3.4 crore) has been earmarked for exploration of mineral 
and o11 deposits. 


As per the agreements, 30 million DM (Taka 25 crore) will be utilised for technical 
cooperation. Activities under this heading include measures designed to increase 
food production and promote rural development which include plant protection 
supplies and production of seeds. 


Under the agreements the FRG will also provide 35,000 tons of foodgrains to Bangla- 
desh during the period. 


An amount of two million DM (Taka 1.7 crore) has been earmarked to provide additional 
fanance for a development bank which is to be set up shortly to stimulate the activi- 
ties of the private sector. The German contribution towards this b7nk will be 

channelised through “the German Company for the Economic Cooperation” a German insti- 
tution for specialising to support private sector activities in developing countries. 


Under the agreement the FRG will also provide 80 scholarships during the period for 
training. 


The agreements were signed by the Secretary External Resources Division, Mr. A.M. 

A. Muhith and Dr. F. Kalmser at a simple function at the Planning Commission, on 
behalf of their respective countr‘es. The total aid money of 180 DM does not include 
the FRG assistance which is extended to Bangladesh in the framework of United Nations 
agencies and other international organisations. 


CSO: 4220 











RANGLADESH 


LEFTIST POLITICAL PARTIES AGREE TO MERGE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Oct 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Four left political parties have decided to merge and form a new single 
united party abandoning the goal of socialism from the proposed party's programmes. 


A “national democratic convention" will be arranged in Dacca on December 7 and 8 to 
form the single united party. The name and manifesto of the proposed party will be 
decided in the convention. 


Announcing this at a Press conference on Wednesday Mr. Nurul Huda Mirza Convener of 
the Convening Committee of the national democratic convention said that the proposed 
single united party would aim at creating a third alternative force" to what he 

said Zia regime, Awami-Baksal and other reactionary forces. He however declined to 
identify the reactionary forces by name 


Replying to a question he said that in view of the evaluation of their past political 
programmes now they did not aim at establishing Marxism-Leninism and there was no 
programme of the proposed single, united party for socialism. He said that the pro- 
posed party would aim at ensuring social justice and equality and consolidating 
national sovereignty. 


Mr. Nurul Huda Mirza was addressing the Press conference on behalf of the four left 
political parties National Awami Party (Mirza Zahid) Jatiya Gono Mukti Union (JAGMU) 
Gono Front and the break away faction of the United People's Party (UPP) led by 
Mannan Bhuyan decided to form the single united party. Among others Haji Mohammad 
Danesh and Mr. Sirajul Hossain Khan, Presidert and General Secretary respectively 
o. JAGMU Mr. Anwar Zahid General Secretary of NAP Mirza Zahid 

a former Minister and a Central Committee member of NAP (Mirza Zahid) were present 
at the Press conference. 


In reply to a question Mr. Nurui Huda Mirza said that t 'y were not demanding inid 
term election now. He however said that they would try to capture state power by 
"taking the people with us and overthrowing the present Government". He described 
the present Jatiya Sangsad as not sovereign." 


He said that at present the state power was in hands of collaborators, the bureacratic- 
capitalist class and their vested interest groups. In the style of Awami Baksal 

regime of Sheikli Mujib under the rule of the present Government exploitation and 
hegemonism of imperialists and expansionists were going on unhindered he observed. 














Mr. Nurul Fuda Mirza said that the Awami Baksalites who he said were rehabilitated 
by the present regime and other reactionary forces had been conspiring againat the 
national interests. 


In the country today, he said there was dictatorship in the name of democracy plun- 
dering in the name of politics of production dependence on others in the name of 

‘self sufficiency’ and anti national policies and activities in the name of ‘national- 
iem' He said that the national sovereignty was threatened by Soviet Indian axis 

and the Government, he blamed, had taken a ‘policy of surrendering’ to such threats. 


He believed that their efforts to creace a third force to the present regime Awami- 
Bakeal and other reactionary forces would be fruitful and effective. He called upon 
al. patriotic and democratic forces to join the nationai dewocratic convention in 
December to form the single united party. 


Replying to a question he said that they had no discussion regarding the formation 
of the single united party with Mr. Mohammad Toaha of Samvabadi Dal (M-L) Kazi 
Zafar Ahmed of UPP and Mr. Nagen Sarkar. 


CSO: 4220 








BANGLADESH 


PAPER REPORTS CRITICISM OF BANK RATE INCREASE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Different financial and political parties have issued statements expressing 
their resentment over the decision of the Government to increase the bank rate, de- 
posit interest rate and lending rate. 


Khwaza Abdul Qaddus, Acting Chairman of Dacca Stock Exchange, in a statement said 
that the increased cost of borrowing would adversely affect all economic sectors. 

It would increase the cost of production, import, export and all business activities 
causing further rise in price level adding more miseries to the common man, he ob- 
served. The role of private sector in the Second Five-Year Plan would also be 
affected by this decision of the Government he said. 


In another statement, Mr. Ibrahim Khalil, MP, Organising Secretary of Bangladesh 
Muslim League (Siddiqui), vehemently protested the Government decision to increase 
bank rate. He said that this decision would add salt to the injury of the already 
hard-pressed common people. He demanded immediaie withdrawa! of such decision. 


ENA adds: Bangladesh Electric Manufactures Association has said the increase in bank 
interest on borrowing will adversely affect the growth of industry. 


In a statement the Chairman of the Association said the entrepreneurs mostiy depend 
on financial institutions for raising capital for setting up of industries and 
commercial enterprises. The sharp increase in bank interest will dampen the en- 
thusiasm of small entrepreneurs in the private sector. 


The President of Bangladesh Hardware and Machinery Merchants Association A)-haj 
Abdur Rashid said raising of bank interest will result in increase in prices of 
consumer items, reduce purchasing power of the people, decline bank deposit and re- 
tard the growth of industries. 


Under the present situetion, Al-haj Rashid said, the industries and the export and 
import trade are heavily depended on bank credit. The aithorities should take into 
account the views of economists, industrialists and tuci.essmen before taking such 
a vital decision concerning economic growth of the cc ntcy, he suggested. 


CSO: 4220 














BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES INTEREST RATE INCREASE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Oct 80 p 1 


[Text] The Government raised on Wednesday fixed bank deposit interest rate by 5 per 
cent in a major bid to grow the people's savings havit and tap these resources for 
Taka financing of development schemes in the country. 


The monetary decision was announced by Finance Minister Saifur Rahman at a Press 
conference at the Bangladesh Bank Board Room on Wednesday. 


The Bank lending rate has also gone up by 2 per cent. 


Mr. Saifur Rahman said the decision to raise various kinds of interest rates was 
taken against the backdrop of the Goverument's policy of internal resource mobilisa- 
tion. He said, the people need to be induced to save more for deve lopment and the 
dishonest traders be contained by making money more expensive for then. 


The Finance Minister said, the previous rates of interest were made meaningless by 
drastic changes in economic situation and these rates had been effective from early 
seventies. Inflation, he said, has made savings useless and as a result, money was 
being utilised in areas that did harm the economy as a whole. 


Mr. Saifur Rahman said stockpiling of goods in speculative sectors due to cheap money 
led to spiralling prices much to the disadvantage of consumers. As a result, price 
stability, that the present Government vigorously pursues, was being shattered 

having its impress on various sectors of the economy. 


The Finance Minister said, the Government hed adopted fiscal measures to tap internal 
resources in the budget. Now he said, is time to take monetary steps in this regard 
for sustained growth of the economy. 


The following are the increases in bank deposit interest rates: 


Savings account with chequing from 4 and a half per cent to 8 and a half per cent; 
savings account with no-chequing from 7 per cent to 10 per cent; ixed deposit (under 
3 months) from 7 per cent to 12 per cent, (6 months) from 7 and 1 half per cent to 

13 per cent (one year) 8.25 per cent to 14 per cent, (two years) trom 9.25 per cent 
to 14 and half per cent, (three years) from 10.25 per cent to 1» per cent. 


The bank lending rates have also gone up. 








The bank rate has been raised from 8 per cent to 10 and a half per cent. Bank loans 
for agriculture will carry an interest rate of 12 per cent as against the previous 
ll-l2 per cent. Export credit--from 10.5 per cent to 12 per cent; loans in pursuance 
of economic-social and welfare objectives--from 11 per cent to 13 per cent indus- 
tries--from 12 per cent to 14 per cent; all other advances including commerctal 
import--from 12 per cent to 15 and a half per cent. 


As a result of increase in various interest rates, readjustments have also been made 
in other forms of savings instruments, Interest rates in post office savings bank 
deposits have been raised from 8 and a half per cent to 11 and a half per cent; 

post office fixed deposit (one year) from 9.25 per cent to 15 per cent; postal bonus 
eceount (six years) from 146.67 per cent to 22 per cent, pratirakkha sanchayapatra 
from 15 per cenc to 21 per cent, 


Replying to a question, Mr. Saifur Rahman said, the impact of bank lending rates 
will be negligible as the average increase is not more than a half per cent. 


C$s0O: 4220 








BANGLADESH 


POLITICAL PARTIES SUPPORT NEWSPRINT PROTEST 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 80 p 12 


|Text|) Mr. Abdul Malek Ukil and Mr. Abdur Rageaque, President and General Secretary 
respectively of Bangladesh Awami League, expressed their solidarity with the call of 
Bangladesh Sangbadpatra Parishad (BSP) to observe October 27 as Black Day to pro- 
test againet the rise in neweprint price. They have demanded immediate withdrawa) 
of the enhanced price. They alleged that by increasing the price of newsprint the 
Government was eqeezing the scope of education in the country. 





Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkabagieh and Mr. Abdus Samad President and General Secretary 
respectively of the Gano Agadi League in a joint statement aleo supported the Black 
Day call by BSP. 





The seven dissident leaders of JSD aleo supported the call. Bangladesh Communist 
Party Bangladesh Pushtek Babebahi Karmachari Samhy, Bangladesh Mudran Ships Samhy 
fully supported the Black Day programme drawn up by 85?P. 


Different political organisations continued to beck up the Black Day programme of the 
Bangladesh Sangbadpatra Parishad on October 27. They have also demanded withdrawal 
of the latest rise in newsprint price. 


Mr. Abdul Matin, Senior Vice President of Bangladesh Muslim League and ™.P., in a 
statement to the Presse extended his full support to the Black Day call. He demanded 
withdrawal of the price hike of newseprint to ensure supply «f cheaper newapapers 

to the readers for the greater interest of the nation. 


CSO: 6220 

















BANGLADESH 


COST OF LIVING SIX TIMES THAT OF 1970 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 80 p 1 


[Text] The cost of living index (CLI) of a family under middle income group with 
monthly income ranging between Taka 300 and 1,000 in Dacca has increased nearly aix 
hundred per cent on an average during the last ten years reports BSS. 


The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics indentified “housing and household requisites” as 
the sectors which have recorded the highest increase about eight hundred per cent - 
during the period. 


The index drawn in July 1980 the basis of price structure in-70 showed five hundred 
per cent increase in sectoral groups like “fuel” and miscellaneous. 


The price increase of ‘food' and “clothing” for the same group of people during the 
period has recorded at six hundred per cent. 


Taking 1973-74 as the base year the Bureau reported that the rise in price index 
was caused by high inflationary trend during these years excepting in 1975-76 when 
overall price index fell by seven per cent as compared to price level of the pre 
ceding year. 


In comparison with past year the percentage of year-wise increase of price in 1°/74-/5 
was 62 in 1975-76 minus 7 per cent in 1976-77 one 1977-78 fifteen 1978-79 ten and in 
1979-680 fifteen. 


The Bureau observed that since food” group alone covered more than fifty per cent 
of the total weight of price index. 


Again rice being the dominant item in the ‘food’ group it had gore weight on the 
price position. 


When food group index rose by 79 per cent in 1974-75 from the preceding year the 
overall rise of price index came to 6 per cent. The same way when the food group 
price fell by 18 per cent in 1975-76 the overall index fell by 7 per cent. 


The Bureau reported that the purchasing power of money as reflected by the middle 
clase CLI tn Dacca fell drastically during the period. 


The purchasing power of one Taka in 1969-70 was reduced to 18 poisa in 1979-80 thie 
means that the goods available at 18 poisa in 1969-70 now cost one Taka. 

















The Bureau reported siatiarly the real wage at present etii!) remained below the 196%- 
70 level in relation to continuous price fise over the years, 


Nominal wages of poor clase income group in 1979-80 have increased by more than 
three hundred per cent during the period but when compensated for the price rise the 
real wages during the period still remained 76 per cent leas. 

Compared to the preceding year's price l‘ne the item wise increase of price for 
middie income group in Dacca in 1974-75 was recorded thus: food-7) per cent, fuel-4) 
per cent, houctng 6 per cent, clothing 16 per cent and miecellaneouse-45 per cent. 
The percentage of increase in the following year is ae follows: 

1975-76: Food minus, fuel 3} housing 51 clothing ginus § and giscellaneous 40. 
1976-77: Pood 5, fuel 6, housing 17 clothing 2 and miscellaneous 20, 

1977-78: Food 17, fuel 3 housing 18, clothing 20 and miscellaneous 480. 

1978-79: Pood 8, fuel 21, housing 16, clothing 10 and miscellaneous '1. 


1979-80: Food 18, fuel 3, housing 9 and aiecellaneous 10. 


The Bureau observed since “miscellaneous group of CLI is sensitive to shorteupply 
conetrainte, gmoney supply credit and inflow of foreign exchange it was indicative of 
the inflationary pressure on the economy of the country as such, the inflationary 
pressure on the economy during 1979-80 as per middle clase around 10 per cent as 
against 1 per cent during 1975-76 and 6 per cent during 1977-78. 




















PROGRESS REPORTED IN MASS EDUCATION PROGRAM 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 80 pp i, 12 


[Text] Mere than 80 lakh unlettered people have so far been enrolled at different 
mass literacy centres for receiving functional literacy under a4 crash programme of 
the Five Year Perspective Plan to gake the country free from the curse of illiteracy 
by 1985, according to official sources, reports 855. 


Ten to 12 lakh masse literacy equade under the leadership of about four lakh teachers 
have been entrusted with the tash of educating the people which is said to be the 
firet and foremost precondition of building a society free from exploitation. 


The illiterate people are beiug imparted with necessary education in modern farming 
health care family planning and national development in addition to reading, writing 
and staple celculetion. 


President Ziaur Rahman launched the programme as the second phase of his peaceful 
Revolution removal of tlliteracy within five years on the historic language martyrs 


day “Ckushey Pebraury” thie year. 


Employment orientation and social relevance of education had particularly been 
etreseed in the curriculum especially composed for the unlettered adult population 
in the country. 


The Government has attached top gost priority to the gase education and the Ministry 
of Education has formulated a Taka 3.64 crore crash programme under which about one 
crore primers like Lekha Para Baradar Bai, Barna Parechaya Kajer Katha and Teachers 
Cuide and required writing papers and other logiscic supports have already been 
supplie* free of cost to the learners. 


Meanvhile Ministry of Education had been processing the Taka 96 crore Second-Five- 
Year Plan for masse education programme. Out of the amount Taka 50 crore is expected 
from private heads and international agencies. 


A high powered organising group on aass education headed by Dr. Muhammad Selim 
Adviser to the Ministry of Education has been formed for successful implementation 
of the programme. 


Government has also formed « task force to gear up the activities of the mass 
literacy programmes and to sustain the motivation of learners. 


i0 














More over a cell on masse education attached to the Prime Minister's Secretariat has 
aleo been formed to monitor the progress of implementation of mass education pro= 
gtamme compile necessary reports and maintain liaison with masse media and other or- 
ganiaations and agencies in masse education work. 


To further intensify the programme, “‘iniatry of Education has reorganised the exist- 
ing Directorate of Public Inatruction (DPI) into three different Directorates one 
of which te meant for primary and mase education. A separate Directorate fur mase 
education is being contemplated, 


The Academy .' Fundamental Education at Mymensingh has been working out plana for 
evaluation of the mase education programme. 


Qualitative aspects of the programme will be thoroughly and analytically evaluated so 
that the primere may be revised, methodologies are improved and organised in a more 
effective way. 


Under the future programmes course regarding reading materials will be developed 
for those learners who have already mastered the firat books, 


Ail S.S.C. and #.5.C. students are aleo participating in the masse education programme 
as part of their curriculum and fifty marks have been allotted on this subject of 
mase education. One teacher in each educational institution has been designated as 
teacher in charge of the programme. Good number of voluntary organisations and the 
industrial wnits, particularly the tute mille are showing interest in the programme. 
All industrial unite will organise masse education programme and after five years 
there should be no uneducated employees in any industrial unit. The religious 
leaders including Imame in the countrys mosques under the command of Islamic Founda- 
tion Bangladesh are doing their part by educating the unlettered in Arabic as wel! 
Bengali in two separate shifts. 


Experts say people have to be convinced that the country's poor economic condition 
could no longer support the spread of literacy by only paid teachers. The educated 
ones should teach the illiterate people on voluntary basis. 


Regarding the dropouts by the learners in the mass education centres the experts 
say it should be made clear that education does not mean assimilating the sum of 
knowledge for job in office only but education enriches a man with a knowledge of 
ail treasures created by gankind in the universe. 


Education ita said to be the backbone of a nition while illiteracy forecloses a man's 
future. Our nation had been pressed and exploited for more than two hundred years 
under foreign dominations which had resulted in a society based on exploitation in 
the country. 


The support of every conscious citizen gust manifest in his direct involvement in 
the mass education programme with a view to building up a new society based on love 
fuetice peace and free from exploitation. 
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BANGLADES «i 


FIVE-YEAR PLAN PAMILY PLANNING TARGET SET 
Dacca THE DANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text) The National Economic Council which @et in Dacca on Thursday with President 
Ziaur Rahman in the chair, reviewed the activities of the Ministry of Health Popula- 
tion Contro!] and Pamily Planning, reports 85S. 


The Council also reviewed the implementation of the earlier decision of the NEC 
with regard to the Ministry. 


The meeting was informed that the yearly targets for family planning services “uring 
the Second Five Year Plan had been fixed down to the union level and each fam y 
planning worker had been assigned method wise individual targets in an effort to 
broadbase the family planning services all over the country. 


Family planning meetings are being held at hats and bazars to educate the people 
about the need for family planning and its methods. 


The NEC meeting was also told that steps were being taken to involve Gram Sarkers 
for distribution of contraceptives among the people at nominal prices. 


Later reviewing the activities of Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock the NEC directed 


the Ministry to formulate a number of standard pisciculture schemes for haor baor 
Kap tai Lake coastal areas and big ponds in consultation with the Planning Ministry. 


The Council also directed the Ministry to organise country-wide poultry and duck 


farms and stressed on the need for cultivation of cattlefeed and fodder in the 
country. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


SOCIAL WELFARE MINISTER SPEAKS AT BANGKOK PARLEY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Oct 80 p 8 


[Text] Mr. Atauddin Khan Minister of State for Manpower Development and Social Wel- 
fare has called for giving due recognition for setting up and strengthening local 
bodies organisations at village level in order to mobilise and ensure participation 
of people at grassroot level in planning and implementation of development programmes 
of the countries in the region reports BSS. 





Mr. Khan was addressing the second Asian and Pacific Ministerial Conference on Social 
Welfare and Social Development at Bangkok on Friday last according to a delayed 
message received in Dacca on Tuesday. 


Suggesting some measures Mr. Khan told the conference that national government should 
endeavour to preserve and strengthen the local culture social religious and moral 
values of their respective people's of the region. There is a need for realisation 
of the fact that such values play an important role in strengthening the interpersonal 
relationship among the people and in motivating them to act corporately in dealing 
with social problems in community settings he said. 


Mr. Atauddin Khan stressed the need for exchange of visits at regular intervals--both 
at policy and operational level of social welfare personnel and professionals and 
experts of related field among the countries of this region. The international 
assistance for social development in the region should be increased by the U.N. and 
its other international agencies to help tide over the fund constraints of the 

Least Developed Countries of the region in their development efforts he said. He 
said the developed countries should come forward and increase their economic assis- 
tance to the developing countries in the form of united grants. 


Mr. Khan also suggested for making a comparative study of the social development 
efforts being made in different countries of the region by ESCAP so that the commis- 
sion might place its recommendations for an action programme for consideration before 
the next ministerial conference. 


The State Minister also gave details of the development efforts being taken by 
Bangladesh government. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


STUDEN’ MEETING SCORES JSD LEADERSHIP 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 14 Oct 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Mr Mahmudur Rahman Manna, Vice-President of the Dacca University Central 
Students Union (DUCSU) on Monday bitterly criticised the present JSD leadership for 
its deviation from the basic party ideology and accused that the party was following 
the policy of ‘revisionien. ' 


Mr Manna, who is also leading the dissident group of pro-JSD Chhatra League, address- 
ing a big public meeting at Ba tul Mukarrar, said that the politics pursued by JSD 
was full of confusion. The central leadership does not know what to do. Some of 
them stiil talk about scientific socialism but some others are reluctant even to 
mention about that, he said. 


The public meeting was organised jointly by DUCSU and dissident group of pro-JSD 
Chhatra League as part of their country-wide programme for the observance of Demand 
Day on Monday. 


He said, ‘present JSD leaders often call for a united movement. But they cannot 
safeguard the unity of their own party. They (JSD leaders) in public meetings demand 
for more democracy. But they themselves resort to fascist ways to [words illepibie| 
own party members. 


(Words illegible) over by Mr Mahmadur Rahman Manna, the public meeting was addressed by 
Mr Akhteruzzaman, General Secretary DUCSU Mr Azad Rahman and Mr Abu Bakr Siddiqi 
Executive President and General Secretary respectively of dissident group of pro-JSD 
Chhatra League. 





The DUCSU Vice-President referring to JSD's alliance with the SKSALites said There 
was a time when both you (JSD) leaders) hated Awami League and its leader Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. And now you (JSD leaders) are portraying Sheikh Mujib as the 
greatest Bangalee of all time. Now you are considering Soviet Union as the only 
leader of the socialist world. 


Jalil's Letter 


Mr Manna said ‘JSD President Major (retd.) MA Jalil who single handedly stood 
against Indian presence in Bangladesh in 1972 wrote a letter from the jail to the 
JSD Central Committee that it was not possible to stage a revolution without the 
assistance from India and Soviet Union. So JSD has to unite with BKSAL to launch a 
m™ vement.' 
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Referring to another top leader ot JSD Mr Sirajul Alam Khar., Mr Manna said Mr 
Siralul Alam Khan had followed a politics of adventuriam during regime of late Sheikh 
Mujiour Rahmen and was now pur uing a ‘politics of opportunism’. 


lie waid that so long Major (Retd) Jalil and Mr A.S.M. Abdur Rab were there no body 
would be able to become the party President and General Secretary as there was no 
way of doing 40. 


He said that che process of leaving JSD had started and it would gain momentum in 
due course. He termed JSD as a “house of cards" which, he said, would soon collapse. 


Mr Manna said, “we cannot accept alliance with BKSAL." "Why JSD wil) go for an 
alliance with BKSAL to launch a united movement? Is it for toppling the present 
government and share the power?" he asked, adding that there was no clear statoment 
from the JSD leaders in this :egard." 


He spoke against the JSD leaders claim that 18-point programme of the party had 
aroused enthusiasm among the people and said "the 18-point programme calls for or- 
ganising gram sarker which is nothing but the carbon copy of government programme in 
this regard”. 


Mr Manna also opposed that JSD demand for representation of all professional groups 
in the Parliament as the demand was unrealistic so far the implementation was con- 

cerned. He threw a challenge to JSD leaders to explain how they would ensure such 

representation in the Parliament. 


He said that JSD which had a glorious birth in 1972, contrary to its gradual growth, 
now ranked third or fourth political party of the country. "Even the Bangladesh 
Muslim League of Mr Sabur Khan has more members in the Parliament than that of JSD", 
he said. 


He gaid "JSD is no longer a single unit. We have carried the politics of JSD with us. 
it is now our duty to form a revolutionary party on the basis of that politics”. 


He aleo criticised the government for its failure to provide relief to the 
affected people and rehabilitate them properly. 


Mr Akhiaruzzaman said that Chhatra Leaguers would never surrender to any fascist 
force. He alleged that the present central leaders of JSD resorting to repressive 
acts against the Chhatra League members who were opposed to then. 


Mr Azad Rahman said that Bangladesh Chhatra League could not allow the JSD leaders 
to use the students in their personal and group interests. 


CSO: 6220 
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BANGLADESH 


DISCUSSION MEETING HONORS MAO ZEDONG 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 14 Oct 80 p 8 


[Text] Speakers at a discussion meeting on Monday paid rich tribute to Mao Tse tung 
and termed him as a source of inspiration to the people of the Third World in their 
struggle against colonialism, hegemoniom and imperialisn. 


The meeting on "liberation struggle of the Third World and Mao Tse tung” was arranged 
by the Gano Sangskriti Parishad at Mahbub Ali Institute. 


Presided over by Mr M. Nurunnabi, it was addressed, among others, by Dr Ahmed Sharif, 
Dr S M Luffaer Rahman and messrs Tipu Biswas Bimal Biswas, Dilip Bar Amanul lah 
Kabir Mr A.K.M. Salimullah presented the key note speech. 


Paying his respects to the great Chinese leader Mao Tse-tung Dr Ahmed Sharif said 
that he was a great personality who could attract millions of people. He stressed 
the need for educating the masses on the need for bringing a change in their lot. 

He also urged the "leftists" to build up a fight against the agents of imperialism by 
mobilising people in the light of the situation obtaining in the country. 


Referring to the polemics between different left groups, he said that “time has come 
for ourselves to become more pro-Bangladeshi instead of spending time on international 
policies.” He said that “leftists in Bangladesh were suffering from a crisis of 
intellectual decision, courage and lack of public support”. 


Mr Tipu Biswas called for learning from the teachings of Mao Tse-tung to help bring 
emancipation of the people. 


Mc Bimal Biswas called for unity of the revolutionary and democratic forces in the 


CSO: 4220 
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INDIA 


PRESS REPORTS DETAILS OF GANDHI PRESS CONFERENCE 
'STATESMAN' Correspondent's Report 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 22 Oct 80 pp 1, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct. 21.--Mrs Gandhi told a Press conference today that the persons 
detected as foreigners in Assam, in the process of ifucutification work to be taken 

up of the post-1971 influx into that State, "will have to go back to Bangladesh, 
unless they can go to some other country". She estimated that their number would 

be "in thousands” and not "in miilions". 


Asked if the Bangladesh President had been informed about it, Mre Gandhi replied: 
"Not formally, but I think he is aware of the situation". 


Today's Press conference was the first she has held since she became Prime Minister 
again at the beginning of this year. 


A couple of other notable points that came up related to the situation in Afghanistan 
and the mediation efforts in the Iran-Iraq war. On the first, Mrs Gandhi asserted: 
"We do not approve of foreign troops or any other type of foreign interference in 

any country". The obvious meaning of this remark was that the Russian troops were 
foreign troops in Afghanistan. But having implied that Mrs Gandhi did not suggest 

a way out of the problem except to mention that the situation in Afghanistan was 

the result of super Power conflict in the region. 


She said India's stand on Afghanistan remained “exactly the same as before". There 
had been no change in the situation regarding Soviet presence in Afghanistan and 
she regarded the growing involvement of the super Powers in the Indian Ocean as a 
greater threat to peace in the region. 


On the Iran-Iraq war, Mrs Gandhi said the mediation efforts (by India) had not 
really "got on". India was in touch with both sides and though nothing positive had 
emerged or was “immediately possible” (to achieve), there were indications of "a 
softening” in the situation. 


The Prime Minister found nothing with the Ordinance issued by the Government on 
Maruti since it was a project which had more assets than liabilities and it could be 
used for the national good. She said it was the Opposition which at one time was 
very vocal in making the demand that Maruti Limited ought to be nationalized 
"Perhaps some kind of automobile could be manufactured there that we need or that 
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we can export. The Industry Ministry is going into it and it will decide whether 
priority should be given to the manufacture of a smali car for use in the country 
or export or for some other automobile.” 


Rajiv Gandhi 


A French correspondent asked what she thought of the "obsession of a large number of 
Congress(I) men to put the future of the country on Mr Rajov Gandhi's hands who 
honestly concedes he is not fit for the job". Mrs Gandhi replied that there was no 
proposal to put the future of the country in Mr Rajiv Gandhi's hands. "The only 
proposal is that he should come and help me in some way. This does not mean putting 
the future of the nation in his hand. The issue whether he is capable or not can 
be proved only when he took up the job". 


The Prime Minister remarked that "it is a much milder Press conference than any 
other" she has handled and promised at the suggestion of a foreign correspondent 
that she would like to have more such meetings though not "once in a month" as the 
correspondent wished. 


Mrs Gandhi prefaced her Press conference with a prepared statement. She said she was 
making this departure as all heads of Government customarily made brief introductory 
remarks. In the statement, she denied chat her Government could be charged of ‘drift 
and non-performance" and condemned the predecessor Janata and Lok Dal Governments 
for the deterioration in the political and economic situation. She said her Govern- 
ment was trying to retrieve the nation from the "legacies of those Governments" and 
that the administration was recovering from the "coma" into which it had lapsed. 


She said: "There has been galloping fuel prices, cold war, reversal of detente, arms 
build-up, militarization in India's neighbourhood, big Power confrontation, infla- 
tion, the stalling of dialogue between North and South restrictive trade barriers-- 
all this remains, and on top of it we have now the armed conflict between Iran and 
Iraq. 


"Internally, divisive forces have grown, so has communalism and casteism which we 
thought we had controlled, but they have reared their ugly heads again. There was 
denigration of higher education, institutions of higher learning as well as people 
like scientists and so on prices were steadily going high. 


"I must say I am rather astonished when some people insist on using words of drift 
or non-performance with regard to my Government. They are not very original. This 
is what we used to say, with good cause, about the Janata and the Lok Dal Govern- 
ments. Perhaps it is wishful thinking on the part of those people or in the case 
of non-seeing Press commentators. The administration is recovering faster from the 
coma into which it had sunk under the Janata and Lok Dal Governments. Our direction 
is clear. The Sixth Plan has been finalized in record time with the biggest ever 
allocation of funds with right priorities. 


"Production in agriculture and industry has increased. The index of industrial 
production has started going up since April. Decisions have been made much faster 
than at any time before to improve production and distribution and on investment. 
Licensing has been doubled because of simplification of procedures. 
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Law and Order 


"The Janata and Lok Dal Government's utter failure to make forward investments had 
led to the run-down condition of infra-structure. It has not improved a great deal. 
The law and order situation is far from satisfactory. I should like to congratulate 
all those who worked hard to maintain peace in the last few days which everybody had 
prophesied badly for us because of various festivals coming closer together. There 
has been peace all round and especially in Delhi there was an impressive Id prayer. 


"This is due to what voluntarily people did, individuals as well as groups who worked 
practically round-the-clock to see that people's fears and suspicions were dispelled. 
On the other hand, there are some who seem determined to provoke anger. If you want 
people to exploit their anger, it is bound to have a reaction on another community. 
This is how a situation deteriorates. Much is still being done with regard to 
communal feelings. it is not a short-term problem. 


"An item that is largely missed in the Press is the remarkable work done and the 
success we achieved in dealing with one of the most severe droughts this country 
has ever faced. Some of the drought is still there, but that we were able to tide 
over the situation without any deaths, without having to import food, is quite an 
achievement. The entire responsibility of it was borne by the Centre because at 
that time most of the Scates were under President's rule. 


"We also had severe floods, especially in Uttar Pradesh. The U.P. Government ‘ealt 
with it and gave relief and reached supplies to the affected people. 


Sugar Crisis 


"I am acutely aware some prices are high. The main culprits are sugar gur, petroleum 
and its products. Our policy in 1976-77 had enabled sugar production to go up to 
64.6 lakh tonnes in 1977-78. But under the next Government, Janata and Lok Dal, it 
came down to 38 lakh tonnes. This is one of the main reasons for the sugar crisis. 
This year the crop will be better. 


"I am told the rate of inflation has slowed down. Our food and agricultural produc- 
tion outlook is good. Coal and power has shown improvement. In industry, the legacy 
of the Janata Party was a significant decline in steel, cement and coal production. 
Now there has been a pick-up in industrial production. It »Segan in April and since 
August it is firming up, specially in aluminium, blister copper, newsprint, pig iron, 
saleable steel, phosphatic fertilizers and other items. 


"I am sorry the Railways have not come up yet as they should. They are trying to 
improve and we are at it pushing them and keeping in constant touch with the situa- 
tion. When we took over, 18,000 wagons were on the sick list. The health of the 
industry is judged by the machine building and capital goodr sectors. In these 
areas, there is progress. Port congestion has disappeared. Overall there is an 
integrated picture which is emerging. 


"This morning in a newspaper, one of our Ministers was described as "lucklusture". 
I would like to know what is the brilliance of the previous Minister in the Janata 
Government. There are instances before us. The previous Government had come to 
the conclusion that India could not win a seat in the UNESCO executive board and 
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therefore, we should not stand for it. We (in Belgrade this month) did stand tor it 
and, largely thanks to the efforts of our then Education Minister, Mr B. Shankaranand, 
got the highest number of votes. This is only one example. (Mr T. N. Kaul was 
elected to the executive of the UNESCO). 

“There is no doubt in international prestige there has been a very notable change. 
[It 1s nonsense of people to talk of isolation. We are not frightened by isolation 
if we take the right decision; there is nothing wrong in being isolated. There is 
nothing right in going along with people who go in wrong directions. The very fact 
that people in spite of some saying we are isolated, are still coming to India for 
solutions and are atill anxious to know what we think--and many have changed their 
poldctes because of our attitude--I think, is good enough certificate for us". 


Assam 


In course of the questions and answers that followed, Mrs Gandhi was asked how the 
Government intended to resolve the agitation in Assam after the failure of the talks 
with the movement leaders there. She replied that the task of identifying foreign 
nationals who entered Assam during the post-1971 influx could be taken up now. After 
this work was completed, “we can go back if necessary, to those who entered Assam 
before the creation of Bangladesh.” 


Mrs Gand‘ made it clear that 1971 was not a cut-off year, but only a date for start- 
ing the identification work. She said the talks with the Assam delegations had not 
broken down. 


She said she would consider creation of a ministerial group for dealing with Assam 
affairs like the group that functioned sone years ago to tackle the Jammu and Kashmir 
Problems. 


She said the Government had not come to think "yet" of involing the National Security 
Ordinance to break the oi] and plywood blockade. There were some secessionists within 
the movement which could encourage anti-national elements. 


Mrs Gandhi accused the Assam delegations of "changing their mind” after returning to 
the Assam House (the Assam Bhavan in Delhi) on points they agreed during the taiks. 
She attributed this to intervention of other parties. 


She declined to name the "vested interests” involved in the Assam movement and said: 
"Why should I say something which will add to the resentment?” 


The Prime Minister said: "We found that most of the people they were trying to throw 
ont were Indians. We have a responsibility for them because of humanitarian and 

C considerations." She said there was a demand in Assam for deciaring a larg: 
nimber of people as Stateless, but then the persons so declared wou!d have no stake 
in India. She thought this was an impossible situation, having people in the country 
with no rights and no responsibilities. In no other country wiil this be tolerated. 


Mrs Gandhi said that students had already lost one year of studies. Labourers had 
lost wages and the programme for economic development could not be resumed. It was 
because of this that the Government had decided to make a start with identification 
of the post-1971 entrants. She was of the view that foreign nationals in Assam did 
not run into millions. They could be counted in thousands only and the exact number 
would be known only after the identification was started. 
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Mre Gandhi wae asked if she would create @ separate Ministry directly under her to 
deal with Assam affairs. She wondered if it would help. It was now under the Union 
Hiome Mintetry and one person had been designated to give special attention to it, 
She wae considering whether a group of ministries concerned should be created for 
dealing with Aeeam ae had been done once for dealing with Jammu and Kashmir and get 
the epectal development programmes already formulated going. 


Communal Situation 


On the comeunal situation, Mre Gandhi said she did not think foreign money played 

any direct ro... in the recent riote in Moradabad and some other places. People tried 
to make much of the fact that some educational institutions were coming up in Morada- 
bad (with Arab help). But there was no connection between them and the riot. "T 
think thie talk is a very mischievous suggestion to try to creat» a division between 
ue and our Arab friende who have consistently stood by us”. 


She said she did not think the riot in Moradabad started as 4 communal disturbance. 
Efforte were made to turn the people against the Government and the police which was 
an arm of the Government close to the people. Given this kind of tension, it was 
not unlikely that it would take a communal turn. 


Mre Gandhi eaid the Government would have to deal with people who incited compuna!l 
feelings in such a menner that they would not try to exploit a situation. For 
instance, nothing w. happening in Delhi until people were asked to wear black bands. 
They provoked other people to create an explosive situation. She said she was not 
blaming one community, but this happened on both sides. 


Asked why she did not go to Moradabad earlier, whereas she had rushed to Belchi and 
Narainpur, Mre Gandhi replied that on every such occasion, whether in office or out 
of it, the administration alwaye felt such visits, specially by someone in Govern- 
ment, might add to the tension because people came to tell their stories. Their 
memories were revived. 


Asked whether banning communal organizations and newspapers which fanned communalissa 
would solve the problem, Mre Gandhi said she did not think banning an organization 
would solve the problem. The situation had to be met politicaily and socially and 
by involving the largest number of people in it. 


Nuclear Fuel 


Although Mre Gandhi appreciated the U.S. decision to clear the nuclear fuel shipment 
for the Tarapur atomic etation, she hastened to add: “We are glad the first shipment 
has come. But we will have to wait and see for the second shipment.” 


Elaborating on the overall Indo-U.S. relations, Mre Gandhi said India’s relations 
with other countries were based on certain principles. She referred to the period 
of animosity between India and China. She said despite this, India had consistently 
supported China's entry into the United Nations although some countries had criti- 
cized india for doing so. 


Mre Gandhi wae critical of the action taken against Sri Lanta's former Prime 
Minister, Mre Sirimavo Pandaranaike. 











Mre Gandhi atruck a note of optimiem on the economic front, claiming 4 slowing down 
of the rate of inflation and a step-up in production. She said she was, however, 
acutely aware that prices of some commodities, particularly of sugar, gur, petroleum 
and {te producte were high. The outlook for food and agricultural production, in- 
‘luding the sugarcane crop thie year, wae good. 


She said there had been a reversal of the deteriorating economic situation since the 
Congrese(l) Government took over. Agriculture and industrial production had gone 

up since April. Dectetone had been taken much faster than at any time before to im 
prove production and step up investment. 


Prices 


ine Prime Minister was asked when she would be able to bring down prices. She replied 
she did not want to follow the Janata Party's practice of claiming every now and then 
that prices would be brought down. "We are doing our best to control them. But the 
prices of petroleum products are determined by external factors and India is not the 
only country affected by hign prices”. 


She attributed the current sugar shortage to “wrong policies” pursued by the Janata 
and the Lok Dal Governments. The sugarcane crop this year wae better. Consequently, 
suger production during this crushing season was expected to be higher than before. 


The Prime Minister did not agree with a correspondent that the scene in rural India 
was still one of poverty and ignorance. “It is a very wrong perception to say that 
nothing has been done for rural India”. A lot of changes had taken place since the 
Independence, though pockete of abicct poverty still existed. 


Mre Gandhi said that no political system, however good it may be, would work well 

unless and until certain basic norms were followed by ail. Ail systems of Govern- 
ment had their own advantages, disadvantages and difficulties and it all depended 

on how the people put that particular system in practice. 


In @ system of democracy, as adopted by India, there were certain obligations on the 
Government to allow the Opposition to function and give freedom to the Press. Likc- 
wise, the Opposition had a duty and responsibility to allow the elected Government 
to function. If it tried to obstruct the functioning of the Covernment right from 
the beginning, then the implementation of the declared programme of the Government 
pecame very difficult. 


Ordinance 


Mre Gandhi said there had been a lot of exaggeration and distortion about the Nationa! 
Security Ordinance promulgated recently. It was aimed merely to deal with anti- 
social and secessionist elements. When a correspondent wanted to know whether the 
Ordinance would be used to lift the blockade on oii and plywood in Assam, she said 
that under the Ordinance, 18 people had been detained in Delhi The number was less 
than 100 all over the country. A reporter pointed out that the U.P. Chief Minister 
had stated that 700 peonle had been arrested under the Ordinance. Mre Gandhi replied 
she was not aware of it. “Anyway if you want, I can check up”. 
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Reddy Describes Conference 
Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Oct 80 p 1 
lArticle by G. K, Reddy! 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct, 21, The Prige Minister, Mre. Indira Gandhi, today tried 

to dtepel the impression of drift and nonperformance by her Government with the 
plea that the badly run-down administration she inherited had to recover firet from 
the “coma” of the Janata rule before settling down to the new taske of governance. 


Addressing her first press conference in Delhi after her return to power in January 
last, Mre. Gandhi saintained that all major problems were being tackled on @ priority 
basie to increase productivity in various sectors through better economic management 
and a clear sense of direction. 


A cool and confident Mra Gandhi faced perhaps the biggest prees conference she ever 
addressed, with an unmistakable note of aeseertion that she had a far greater grip 
on the administration than her critics imagined and that she was in full command 

of the situation. 


She looked remarkably fit and self-posseseed as she conducted the proceedings in a 
more orderly and methodical manner, dealing with various subjects in their proper 
sequence, after aaking an opening statement to set the right tone for the questions 
and anewers that followed on both domestic and foreign policy issues. 


Though there was nothing new in what she said at this 80-minute press conference, 
Mre Gandhi readily anewered 4.1 questions, whether in relation to Maruti or Rajiv, 
family planning or prohibition, communal riots or police behaviour, Assam or 
Kashmir. cabinet reshuffle or colour television, Afghanistan or Pakistan, the Guif 
war or the attempte of big powers to destabilise the region. However, her tendency 
to blame the Janata rule for all that had gone wrong, ranging from sugar scarcity to 
neglect of family planning, did not carry auch conviction. 





Pak, Violation of Simla Spirit: The Prime M'nister accused the Pakistan President 
General Zie-ul-Huq, of not only flouting the letter and spirit of the Simla Agreement 
by raking up the Kaswir issue, but aleo attempting to internationalise the recent 
Moradabad incidents. At the same time she made it quite clear that even if Pakistan 
went ahead with its efforts to gake nuclear weapons, India would continue to adhere 
to ite policy of using atomic energy only for peaceful purposes. 


A country like India in the midst of ite development was faced with the twin challenges 
of increased Big Power rivalries, mounting military build-up, foreign intervention 

and now open hostilities in the Gulf region on the international front, and gallop- 

ing ofl prices, inflation, floods and drought, and the aftermath of the neglect of 
industrial infra-etructure during the Janata rule on the domestic sphere. The re- 
vival of the cold war atmosphere was encouraging the Big Powers to take advantage 

of the country's internal problems as part of their grand designs to destabilive 

the region. 


Iran-iraq War: If india had not come forward with any concrete proposals for ending 
the Iraq-Iran war, it was not due to any lack of concern on its part. The country 
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har to move cautiously in dealing with @ highly sensitive conflict of this kind, 
since no attempt at mediation had so far succeeded and nothing positive had emerged 
from theese peace moves, There were no indications of an early end to thie tragic 
war, at leaet in the gore tmmediate content. 


Afghanietan: The Prime Minister restated the Indian position on Afghanistan that 

it was opposed to all form of foreign intervention. The induction of Soviet troops 
into that country should not be viewed in isolation, since it was 4 logical conse- 
quence of the Big Power rivalries in the Indian Ocean which endangered ail the 
regional mations. The Afghan problem had to be tackled in thie wider context and 
resolved a8 part of a comprehensive settlement for removing the threat of foreign 
interference in the entire region. 


Sirimavo's Civic Rights: Mre, Gandhi etrengly deplored the decision of the Jaye- 
wardene Government in Sri Lanea to deprive the former Prime Minister, Mre. Sirimavo 
Bandarnaike of her civic rights. She was particularly distressed over reports that 
the denial of civic rights would preclude her from addressing even public meetings 
apart from disenfranchising <r. She recalled how she herself had been subjected 
to such pereecution by the Janata Government. 


Ties With U.S.: The Prime Minister said that India had always striven for better 
relations with the United States, despite recurring differences. The nuclear issue 
had been a major irritant and it was India's view that the U.5. should continue to 
honour its contractual obligati.ns. She den‘ed having accused the CIA of involve- 
ment in the recent riots, but various foreign agencies were certainly trying to take 
advantage of the compunal tensions - art of their policy to destabilisation. 


Role of Foreign Money: The Covernment never stated that foreign money had played a 
part in fomenting the recent communal incidents. The canard was spread by some 
mischievous elements to spoil ‘ndia's traditionally friendly relations with the 

Arab peoples. Sut 4a disquieting feature of these riots was that there wae a definite 
pattern behind them. In almost every case an effort was made to incite one section 
of the people, whether Muslims or Harijans, against the police or the Government 
which subsequently took 4 communal turn in many places. 


No Giving In un Assam: The carefully-worded replies she gave to 4 series of ques- 
tions on Assam clearly indicated that the Centre was not going to give in to the 
student demand for deportation, dispersal or disenfranchisement of iarge numbers 
of so-called foreign nationals without complying with existing laws and constitu 
tional procedures. it was a human problem which had to be tackled with utmost 
caution because, in the process of settling this complex issue, one should not end 
up by creating a bigger probles. 


But the separatist elements preaching secession were very few, although 4 govement 
like the Assam agitation was bound to encourage anti-national forces. The students 
who started this agitation did not want violence, but others provoked incidents that 
led to violence. Similarly, the student leaders were not unreasonable during the 
negotiations, but they were egged on by others to adopt rigid attitudes. The students 
knew that 1971 as a starting point for detection of foreigners should not be mistaken 
for a cut-off date, since the Government was prepared to go farther to arrive at an 
amicable settlement. The whole idea was that there should be no harassment of bona 
fide Indian citizens. 




















Inflation Going Down: The Prime Minister maintained that the rate of inflation was 
going down although she was not prepared to make any extravagant promises about 
bringing down prices, Both agricultural and industrial production was improving, 
the plan wae finalised in record time, the core sectors of the economy were being 
atreamiined, licensing procedures had been liberalised, the law and order situation 
wae better, and the people had greater confidence now in the capacity of the Govern- 
ment to cope with various problems. The rosy picture she painted was, however, 
tinged with some caution that there were factore like oil prices which were beyond 
the coxtro! of the Government. 


Mre Gandhi concluded the press conference with the cheerful remark that the questions 
were milder than she had expected and held out the promise that she would meet the 
presse more frequentiy in future. The good humour she displayed in warding off some 

of the uncomfortable questions indicated that she was not proceeding on the assumption 
that the ruling party and the press were cast in adversary roles in a democratic 
system. And she quoted Churchill to the effect that democracy, with all ite faults 
wae the best form of Government if only because there was no better alternative to 

it. 


Remarks on Aseam 
Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Oct 80 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct. 21. The Prime Minister, Mre. Indira Gandhi, today held out 
the possibility of taking up the task of identifying foreign nationals who entered 
Assam before 1971 “if necessary” after the work is completed on identifying those 
who infiltrated after the creation of Bangladesh. 


Mre. Gandhi made it clear that 1971 was not a cut-off year, but only a date for 
etarting the identification work, 


She affirmed that the talks with the Assam delegations had not broken down, 


She said ehe would consider creation of a ministerial group for dealing with Assam 
affaire like the group that functioned some years ago to tackle the Jammu and Kashmir 
issue. 


Mre. Gandhi said there had been panic, not among the people belonging to any one 
re‘igion, but among those who had come from other parts of India and were living 
in Assam for a long time when the people in the Assam movement tried to identify 
foreign nationals. 


"We found that most of the people they were trying to throw out were Indians”, 
she said. 


Mre. Gandhi said the Government had a responsibility for these persons. She also 
rejected the demand for declaring a large number of people stateless, noting that 
they would then have no stake in India. 
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Vested Interests Blamed 


The Pri@e Minister accused the Assam delegations of changing their mind after re- 
turning to the “Aseam House" (the guest house) on pointe they agreed during the 
talks. She attributed this to intervention of other parties. 


She declined to name the “vested interests” involved in the Aseam movement and said: 
“Why should I say something which will add to the resentment?" 


She said the Government had not come to think “yet" of invoking the National Security 
Ordinance to break the ofl and plywood blockade. 


Mre. Gandht said the foreigners problem was not unique to Assam as there had been 
influx into Punjab, Delhi, U.P. and West Bengal among other States because of the 
Partition among other historical reasons. 


it had, however, assumed some gravity because Aseam and other States of the region 
were economically more backward than West Bengal and Maharashtra, she said. 


Mre. Gandhi noted that even before the Assamese began their agitation the Central 
Government had started the work of finding out who had entered Assam without adequate 
reason, It had sent out some of them but they had returned. 





Secessionists in the Movement 


Mrs. Gandhi said while not all in the movement were secessionists there were some 
secesstonists in the movement. The thing was that a movement like this gave en- 
couragement to anti-national elements. 


“Although students are not for violence, violence has always taken place,” she 
observed. 


While foreign nationals had to be thrown out, there was a danger of indian citizens 
being harassed in the process, she said. 


Mre. Gandhi said students had lost one year of studies already, labourers had lost 
wages and the programme for economic development could not be got started. 


The foreign nationals in Assam did not run into millions. They could be counted 
in thousands only and the exact number would be known only after the identifica- 
tion work was started. 


Asked whether those identified as foreign nationals who went to Assam after 197] 
would have to return to Bangladesh, Mrs. Gandhi said: “Well, yes, unless they can 
go to some other country.” 


She said President Zia-ur-Rahman of Bangladesh was aware of the situation. 
“re. Gandhi was asked whether it would help to have in Assam the Jammu and Kashmir 


system of allowing certain refugees from Pakistan to contest the Lok Sabha elections 
and not the State Assembly elections, 
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She noted that no more refugees were coming into Assam and that the number of refugees 
was not high in Jammu and Kashmir, The system followed in Kashmir had its own danger, 
she eaid, Personally, she thought one could not have one system for one election 

and another for the other, 


"In any case,” she said, "I do not think Assam has agreed to that."--PTI 
Sheikh Abdullah, Other Topics 
Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Oct 80 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct. 21. The Prime Minister, Mra. Indira Gandhi today accused 
the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and his Government of 
encouraging communal forces in the State. 


Answering questions Mrs. Gandhi said the Jan Sangh was being encouraged by the State 
administration in the Jammu area while Jamiat-e-Islami was being favoured in the 
valley. 


Mrs. Gandhi was asked to comment on the statement of Sheikh Abdullah as the first 
question at the press conference that Centre had not been able to do anything re- 
garding security of minorities in the last 24 years and that the Centre had a weak 
Government. 


Mrs. Gandhi said that everybody knew what Sheikh had been talking from time to time. 





She did not want to fight with anyone. Instances like Moradabad and Aligarh happened 
in different forms in different places. There was hardly any country where these 
things did not happen. Somewhere they were in the garb of communalism; in other 
places, racial and other problems existed. 


Mrs. Gandhi, did not think foreign money played any direct hand in the recent riots 
in Moradabad and some other places. 


She said people tried to make much of the fact that some educational institutions 
were coming up in Moradabad (with Arab help). But people felt that there was no 
connection between them and the riots, 


"I think some of this talk is a very mischievous suggestion to try to create division 
between us and our Arab friends who have consistently stood by us.” 


Mrs. Gandhi told a questioner she did not know whether there was some truth in that 
some communal minded people liked to create such things on certain days in certain 
cities. But this time there had been a pattern. 


Asked whether banning communal organisations and newspapers which fanned communalism 
would solve the problem, Mrs. Gandhi said she did not think banning an organisation 
would solve the problem. The situation had to be met politically and socially and 
by involving the largest number of people in it. 


Mrs. Gandhi said a majority of people were not for such tensions, They had helped 
people in the community. It was a matter for education, a long-term thing. She 
thought this was the only way out. 
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As for the newspapers there was the Press Council and it wae for the newspapers them 
selves to look into this problem, There were some other movements like those linked 


with language. 


Tt was for the newspapers to give guidance rather than provoke people, which resulted 
in loss of life and violence, 


Role for Rajiv: A French correspondent wanted to know what she thought of the 
“obsession” of a large number of the Congress(I) men to put the future of the country 
in Mr, Rajiv Gandhi's hands, who honestly conceded he was not fit for the job. 


While refuting the suggestion, the Prime Minister said the fact whether he was capable 
or not could be proved only when he took up the job. 


Royalty from Book: The book “Eternal India" was written by Mra. Indira Gandhi in 
1978 when she was not the Prime Minister and there was nobody to help her, not even 
a stenographer. 





The book had fetched only Re. 5,000, she told a correspondent who had quoted reports 
as saying that her book would get more royalty than Jawahralal Nehru's. 


She also scoffed at the reports that the book was written by one of her press advisers. 
She had taken time off from her hectic activities and written the book in Coorg. Mre. 
Gandhi said. 


Reply to Jyoti Basu: Mrs. Gandhi reacted sharply to the West Bengal Chief Minister, 

Mr. Jyoti Basu's reported remarks that the Central Government was not able to tackle 

the economic situation and this might lead to authoritarianien. 

"Is a comment necessary? What is Mr, Jyoti Basu doing in West Bengal" she countered, 


"Many things are not functioning in Bengal because marxist unions sre not allowing 
them to function,” Mrs. Gandhi said. 


Colour TV: India could not completely shut out its mind to switching over to colour 
T.V. However, at the moment, the matter had been left to scientists. 


"In a world where everything moves so fast the question is not whether we can afford 
it but whether we can afford not to have it.” 


Mrs. Gandhi stressed the need for revamping the TV programmes for rural areas. ‘We 
have to do very much for rural areas," she added. 


Palekar Award: The proposals of the Palekar wage tribunal for journalists and non- 
journalists were under the consideration of the Government. 


Replying to a question for providing protection to journalists in view of the inci- 
dents at Bhubaneswar and Bangalore, she said that she was not for violence and rough 
handling. 


War Against ‘Vodka’: Mrs. Gandhi favours the “war declared by Russians on vodka." 
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A reporter drew the Prime Minister's attention to a foreign news agency report stating 
that the USSR had declared 4 war on vodka, their national drink, ae they regard it 
au @ threat to national hoalth, 


She said though she was against drinking she did not approve of the way prohibition 
was imposed by the previous Janata Party Government. 


"I am againet drinking", she asserted.--PTI. 


C80: 4220 
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INDIA 


PAPER GIVES DETAILS OF CABINET RESHUFFLE 
Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Oct 80 p 1 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct. 19. The former Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Mr. S. B. 
Chavan, was inducted into the Union Cabinet today as Minister for Education along 
with six new Ministers of State and four Deputy Ministers. 


Along with this latest instalment of Cabinet expansion, the Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, has reshuffled the portfolios of some of the Cabinet rank Ministers 
and Ministers of State. 


The Minister fur Works and Housing, Mr. P.C. Sethi, has been shifted to Petroleum 
and Chemicais, while the present incumbent, Mr. Veerendra Patil has been given 
Shipping and Transport. The Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Mr. Bhishma Narayan 
Singh, has been entrusted with Works and Housing in addition to his present charge. 


The Minister for Planning, Mr. Narayan Dutt Tewari, has been given additional charge 
of Labour, while Mr. B, Shankaranand, who has been looking after Health and Family 
Welfare in addition to Education retains this portfolio after giving up Education. 


Similarly, the Minister for Shipping and Transport, Mr A. P. Sharma, |as been en- 
trusted with Tourism and Civil Aviation which was temporarly allocated to him as an 
additional charge after Mr. J.B. Patnaik left the Central Cabinet to become Chief 
Minister of Orissa in June last. 


Six New Ministers of State 


One of the six new Ministers of State appointed today, Mr. Bhagwat Jha Azad, will be 
in independent charge of Supply and Rehabilitation. His name figured in the very 
first list of Cabinet formation as a Minister of State, but he refused to take che 
oath and walked out in protest from the swearing-in ceremony when he came to know 
that others whom he considered to be junior to him in the party were being appointed 
Cabiret rank Ministers in the new Government. 


The other five Ministers of State are Mr. Khurshid Alam Khan (Commerce), Mrs. Sheila 
Kaul (Education), Mr. S. S. Sisodia (Finance), Mr. Shivraj V. Patel (Defence), and 
Mr. Baleshwar Ram (Agriculture). 
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The four Deputy Ministers appointed today are Mr. Braj Mohan Mohanty (Civil 
Supplies), Mise Kumudbhen Joshi (Information and Broadcasting) Mr. P.A. Sangma 
(Industry) and Miss Kamla Kumari (Agriculture). 


Transfers 


The Prime Minister has utilised the opportunity to reassign some of the Ministers of 
State and Deputy Ministers to other Ministers and departments. A surprising transfer 
is that of Mr. C.P.N. Singh, who has been virtually in charge of the mammoth Ministry 
of Defence and its allied departments since the formation of the present Government. 
He has been deprived of this major responsibility and given Science and Technology 
along with his parliamentary responsibilities for answering questions relating to 
Atomic Energy, Space and Electronics under the Prime Minister's charge. 


Another important transfer is that of Mre. Ram Dulari Sinha from Information and 
Broadcasting to Labour, while Mr. Z.A. Ansari has been shifted from Commerce to 
Irrigation. The Deputy Minister attached to the Ministry of Industry, Mr. P. Venkata 
Reddy, has been transferred to the Ministry of Labour and Mr. Vijay N. Patil from 
Science and Technology to Communications. 


The Minister of State for Industry, Mr. Charanjit Chanana, who like Mr. C.P.N. Singh 
has been virtually in independent charge of his Ministry without being designated 

as such, has not been affectc.d by this reshuffle. He has been allowed to retain this 
charge pending the appointment of a Cabinet rank Minister for Industry at an appro- 
priate time. 


The President, Mr. N. Sanjiva Reddi, administered the oaths of office and secrecy 
to Mr. S.B. Chavan, the six new Ministers of State and three of the four Deputy 
Ministers, since Mr. Sangma was out of station. 


The strength of the Union Council of Ministers which stood at 39 after the Labour 
Minister, Mr. T. Anjiah, resigned to become Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, has 
gone up to 50 with the latest expansion. 


It was the fourth instalment since Mrs. Gandhi assumed office on January 14 last 
following her return to power in the wake of her landslide victory in the last 
parliamentary elections. 


But the announcement of this much postponed expansion took everybody by surprise, 
since it came in the midst of a four-day holiday in Delhi. The Prime Minister sub- 
mitted the list to the President at 10 a.m. with the request that the new Ministers 
may be sworn in at 1 p.m. The President, who was attending the Dasara day celebra- 
tion of the Gurkha Riffles at the Red Fort, saw the communication only af er 11 a.m. 
when he returned to Rashtrapati Bhavan. The necessary formalities were c: »pleted 
hurriedly to swear in the new Ministers at 1 p.m. as per Mrs. Gandhi's suggestion. 


After the latest expansion, the Council of Ministers now consists of 19 Cabinet 
rank ministers including the Prime Minister, 21 Ministers of State and 10 Deputy 
Ministers, a total of 50 which leaves another five to 10 vacancies to be filled 
in due course. 
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The Ministries that are st{/ll without Cabinet rank Ministere in independent charge 
of them are Defence, Industry and Steel and Mines, while thers is only one Minister 
of State each in place of the normal two in several other Ministries at present. 


bigger Reshuffle Later 


The Prime Minister is expected to let the present arrangement continue until the 
next Parliament session and go in for a bigger reshuffle along with further expansion 
some time after the completion of her first year in office. She wanted to induct 

Mr. Mohan Lal Sukhadia along with Mr. §.B. Chavan, but he is not fit enough yet to 
Lake charge of a major portfolio after his recent operation. 


A number of aspirants who could not be accommodated in the Central Cabinet at this 
stage have been included in the panel of names drawn up by the Home Ministry in 
consultation with the Prime Minister for appointment of Governors in the near future. 
The Government has been looking around for suitable persons for the appointment of 
Governors for the North-East States, Jammu and Kashmir, and Sikkim, besides the 

Lt. Governors for Goa and Pondicherry. The Centre is trying to ease out some of the 
Janata appointed Governors and install those more acceptable to it in the present 
context. 


CSO: 4220 
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INDIA 


CONGRESS(I) BEING ACTIVATED IN NORTHEAST 
Calcut.a THE STATESMAN in Englieh 22 Oct 80 p 16 


[Text] Shillong, Oct. 21.--Congress(I) units in the north-east region are being 
activated to combat chauvinist, clandestine forces. The process began at Itanagar 
where Mr S. S. Mahapatra declared that regionalism helped those who are opposed to 
the unity and integrity of the country. Pradesh Congress(1) units reportedly have 
used and are using the mandate to topple Ministries formed by regional forces as in 
Nagaland and Mizoram. 


In Nagaiand, support for the Naga National Democratic Front Ministry is being eroded 
steacily. A crisis is developing for the Chief Minister, Mr J. B. Jasokie whose 
party's strength is said to be 33 against 27 of the Congress(I). The NNDP has en- 
dorsed Mr Jasokie's action in asking the Industry Minister to resign. Evidently 

he and leaders like Mr Vizol would prefer a fresh mandate. They must have realized 
that the Industry Minister's exit could encourage further defections. A faction 

in the Nagaland Congress(I) favours an electoral verdict. The NPCC(I) is meeting 

in Kohima. 


In Mizoram, the PCC(I) is meeting at Aizawl. The special invites include Mr P.A. 
Sangma, the newly named Jnion Deputy Minister and AICC(I) joint secretary, Mr K. B. 
Panicker, Youth Congress(I) general secretary and the veteran Mr C. P. Singh. 


The Mizo Union had suggested recently that the MNF and the security forces should 
form peace observer teams to allay fears that the cease-fire was being violated. 


A spokesman for the ruling People's Conference said there was nothing new in the 
proposal since the Finance Minister, Mr Lalmingthanga had sounded the Centre on a 
similar proposal soon after the cease-fire was announced. The Mizoram Chief Minister, 
Mr Sailo, is here for medical treatment. 


Pro-Laldenga supporters are believed to have gained control of the Mizo Jirlai Pawl, 
the all important student force. People's Conference sources have alleged irtimida- 
tion in the election of office bearers to the "general headquarters" of the MZP. 
They have also alleged that certain resolutions passed by the headquarters were 
ominous in content. Conference sources added, however, that they had nothing 
against the organization as such. 


In Meghalaya, the situation is more complicated since the Congress(I) is itself a 
partner of the two regional parties in the ruling forum which was formed 17 months 
ago to work for the evolution of a "broad-based organization” federal in form. 
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The Meghalaya, Chief Minister, Mr B,B. Lynogdoh wrote a confidential letter to his 
Forum partners in August stating that the time had come tc give the stated  .ndjective 
a "concrete" shape. Calling for a Central Coordination Committee, he said, that 

the forum "may follow the national policies of the Congress (U) adding that they 
should go to the Assembly with "clear mandate on this most important matter”. 
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INDIA 


CYT SECRETARY MEI 15 WITH BULGARIAN LEADERS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Oct 80 p 3 


(Text) Berlin, Oct 19. Secretary of the National Council of the CPI Bhupesh Gupta, 
MP, had 4 meeting in Sofia with the member of the political bureau and Secretary of 
the Central Committee of Bulgarian Communist Party Alexander Lilov. 


A communique on the cordial exchange of views between the two leaders appeared in 
the official Sofia daily ‘Rabotnichesko jelo’ on Friday. 


Mr Gupta, who arrived in Berlin to attend a world conference of Communist and 
revolutionary parties, a liberation movement said the Bulgarian party and the Govern- 
ment highly appreciated India's foreign policy of anti-imperialiem and peace, par- 
ticularly the recent steps like the recognition of the revolutionary Government of 
Cambodia. 


Bulgarian Communist Party is in solidarity with the CPI in its efforts to unite the 
left and democratic forces in the fight ageinst imperialism, neo-colonialism and 
monopoly capitaliem and in defence of the interest of the working people, the CPI 
leader emphasieed. 


The Bulgarian leaders during their talks with Mr Gupta particularly appreciated 
CPI's role in the struggle against ‘hegemoniem of Chinese leaders’. 


Mr Gupta told PATRIOT that there is a desire to name a street in New Delhi after 
the great Bulgarian leader Georgi Dimitroff and a Sofia street after Jawaharial 

Nehru. He strongly advocated that this wish would be realised in cementing the 

friendly ties between the two countries. Sulgarians are happy to know that West 
Bengal Government has decided to errect a statue of Dimitroff in Calcutta. 


Peace Meet 


‘bout the World Parliament of the peoples for peace (in Sofia from 23 to 2/7 September) 
which he attended, Mr Gupta said it was the largest and broadest peace meet and its 
ippeal to avert the danger of a nuclear war and to end the arms race has been taken 
to all corners of the giobe by outstanding representatives of the people. ‘The work 
f the indian delegates was seen in the world assembly as a symbol of national unity 
in the s' ‘le against imperialism and arms race--a reflection of the nationally 
accepteac forcign policy of the country’, Mr Gupta said. 











Seeing bulgaria after 10 years the CPI leader noted, the country has net only 
advanced in agriculture but aleo broadened and consoiidated its industrial base 
under the leadership of an outetanding Marxist=-Leniniet, Todor Schivkov, the general 
secretary of the party and head of State. Sulgaria’s exports has expanded and it 

is a etrong component of the socialist community today. The international iam 

of the Bulgarian fraternal party ie alwaye of the Dimitroff tradition, Mr Bhupesh 
added, 


Mr Gupta was hoepitalised for a week in Sofia, and after improvement in his health, 
attended a banquet given by President Sanjeeva Reddy in Sofia during his State 
visit. 


After addressing the Berlin conference, Mr Gupta will fly back to Hyderabad to 
attend the National Council meeting of the CPl at Vijayawada. 














INDIA 


CIVIL LIBERTIES CONFERENCE OPENS IN BOMBAY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 70 Oct 80 p 7 


[Text] Bombay, Oct. 19 (PTI) A civil liberties conference here today gave a cal) 
to the people “to rise out of their apathy to protest against the erosion of their 
right” in view of what it said “increasing ominous signe of repression in the country". 


Inaugurating a two-day conference, Mr K.G. Kannibaran, president of the Andhra Pradesh 
Civil Liberties and Democratic Rights Organisation charged the Union Government with 
rendering the parliamentary opposition useless by legalistic measures like the pro- 
@ulgation of the National Security Ordinance. 


He alleged that the second form of repression the Union and State Governments used 
was ‘physical liquidation of those who challenged the present system--already since 
ll September, 14 such encounters had taken place in Andhra Pradesh and Tamilnadu. 


Mr Asghar Ali Engineer, vice-president of the committee for the Protection of Demo- 
cratic Rights (CPDR), which had organised the conference, regretted that noted writers 
had sold themselves to the Government for goney or position at a time when the “1971 
and 1972 type massacres of young people in 24 Parganas, were being repeated.” 


Mr Gobinda Mukhoty, chairman of the Peoples Union of Civil Liberties and Democratic 
Rights, Delhi, said “the Indian Constitution gives a false impression that dem- 
cratic righte of people can not be curtailed. But within it, it contains the seed of 
immense arbitrary powers, which an authoritarian person can use against citizens of 
this country.” 


The conference attended by about 100 delegates from various parts of the country 
condemned the alleged police attack on the members of civil liberties groups at 
Tirupattur in Temilnadu recently where they had gone to investigate ‘encounter’ 
death. 
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TNDIA 


PROBLEMS OF ASSAM SOLUTION ANALYZED 
Madras THL HINDU in English 20 Oct 80 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct. 19. The Centre hopes for the resumption of talke with the 
leaders of the Assam agitation but ie mentally prepared for all eventualities. This 
is how the official stand is summed up here now that the unsuccessful Delhi discus- 
sions have been followed up with unilateral steps by the two sides. 


Two pointe are particularly stressed. First, in deciding to proceed with the detec- 
tion of post-1971 foreigners, the Union Government has not accepted any cut-off year 
but has merely taken up one phase of the problem, so that it does not become more 
unwieldy. The Centre stands by the Prime Minister's statement disfavouring an approach 
based on a cut-off year. 


Secondly, the Union Government is not in a hurry to revive the State Assembly now 
under suspension, and instal a popular Ministry. The situation would be assessed 
just before the expiry of the present term of Central rule on Dec. 10. 


Faint Optimisna 


The note of optimism is conspicuously faint and is confined to the prospects of 
resumed discussions. The hope is that representatives of the All-Assam Siudents 
Union and Gana Sangram Parishad would not be disinclined to talk after New Delhi's 
stand is clarified to them. At the same time, a close watch is to be kept or the 
situation in the State. 


After several rounds of talks between the Centre and the agitation leaders, it has 
been possible to map out the differences between then. 


The representatives of the student body and the Parishad want the 1951 National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) to be made the basis for detecting foreign nationals 
and the subsequent steps like deletion of their names from electoral rolls, and de- 
portation or dispersai to other States. 


The Centre is not prepared to accept this sweeping arrangement and instead, prefers 
a break-up of the problem into three phases. In its view, all those who came to 
India between 1951 and 1961 should be accepted as Indian citizens as a matter of 
couree. 
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Not On NRC Alone 


lt agrees to the identification of foreign nationale among those who came here between 
1961 and 1971 not exclusively on the basis of NRC but along with it of other factors 
like the Constitution, Citizenship Act, Paseaport Act, national obligations inter~ 
hational commitments, human considerations, land recorde and high school and university 
documents. 


In the case of thoee who entered Assam after March 1971, there is no difference on 

the modalities of detecting foreigners, though the views of the two sides are not 

on all foure is regard to follow-up measures, The Centre promises that if deporta- 
tion te not found possible it will ensure that Assam ie not subjected to undue burdens. 


The Uniton Government aleo draws attention to the steps that had already been taken 
to check the influx of foreign nationale. 


Theee include the strengthening of vigilance on the Indo-Bangladesh border to prevent 
effectively illegal entry, provision of speed-boatse with outboard motores to patrol 
riverine portions of the border; acceptance in principle of introduction of identity 
carde with photographs for voters in the north-eastern region and restrictions on 
foreigners acquiring property. 


The Union Home Minister, Mr Zail Singh, clarified in Jullundur today that 1971 had 
been fixed as a starting point for the detection of foreigners in Assam and not as 
the cut-off date reports UNI. 

He made the clarification while talking to newsmen during a short visit to the city. 


He said the area of difference between the Assam agitation leaders and the Union 
Government had considerabiv narrowed. 


CSO: 4220 
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INDIA 


SPACE CUNTER CHAIRMAN SPEAKS AT SYMPOSIUM 


Madrae THE HINDU in English 22 Oct 80 p 16 





[Text] Trivandrum, Oct. 21. Prof, S. Dhawan, Chairman of the Indian Space Research 
Organisation eaid here today that the new ten-year profile (1980-90) of the ISRO now 
finalised would be a challenging task for the scientists, engineers and the research 
and development units. 


The profile included the preparation and launching of augmented satellite launching 
vehicle in 19862, the polar SLV in 1986, and the synchronous SLV(SLV SYN) later. 


The Indian National Satellite (INSAT) would be in orbit in 1982. Its functioning 
would cover the areas of communications, meteorological data and remote sensing 


In these space programmes, there were challenges and constraints. The country had 
the fabrication technology and the know-how in design engineering. The funds avail- 
able were very limited and every bit of ingenuity at their command had to be utilised 
to make a success of the programmes, he said. 


Prof. Dhawan was inaugurating the two-day ISRO symposium on fabrication technology 
(ISFAB-80) at the Vikram Sarabhai Sapce Centre at Thumba near here. 


About 250 delegates, 50 of them from ISRO, and others representing research and de- 
velopment institutions attended the symposium "On the aerospace fabrication tech- 
nology needs of the country.” Active collaboration between national space effort 
and national industries, institutions and R and D laboratories is aimed. 


Prof. Dhawan pointed out that the purpose of the seminar was to meet the challenges 
on fabrication technology in the coming decade. During the last ten years, ISRO's 
programmes included establishment of four space centres. Thumba being the largest 
development of launch vehicles and rocket technology, setting up of space applica- 
tion centres for remote sensing and other experiments, and the functioning of the 
Sriharikota range, the national test and launching station. 


Satellite experiments for rural television, a host of remote sensing experiments, 
development of satellites like Aryabhata, Bhaskara and Rohini, and launching of a 
ser‘es of sounding rockets and establishment of propellant technology were some of 
the programmes undertaken during the period. 
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In the new ten-year profile, Prof. Dhawan said, the industrial research had to go 

a long way in making the programmes a reality, While the payload for SLV-3 was 
only 50 kge, the weight would rapidly be increased to 150 kgs, for, the future pay- 
loads. A major development programme to launch a 600 kg. payload was also on. 


The task, wae much more complex than what was taken earlier and the country's 
technological base had to be made full use of. The needs had to be identified and 
the industries and R and D unite should extend every help they could to ISRO in this 


task. 


Dr. V.R. Gowarikar, Director of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, who welcomed the dele- 
gates underlined the need for a collective work of scientists and engineers and 
others. The future roc ets would have to carry bigger payloads. To make the future 
plans a reality, the industries and research and development units had to play a 
greater role. 


Mr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalaam, head of the Rocket Fabrication Facility department said 
that nearly 8,000 tonnes of metals would be required for the contemplated programmes 
during 1980-90 as against only 500 tonnes for the period 1970-80, The number of 
toolings required would also go up from 4,000 numbers to 30,000 numbers. The ex- 
penditure involved would be Rs. 240 crores as against only Rs. 34 crores. 

















INDIA 


MINISTER EXPLAINS PLAN TO LINK RIVER SYSTEMS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Oct 80 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct 23--A Re 50,000-crore national plan for interlinking vari- 

ous river systems and creating a chain of large water storage unite has been drawn 
up by the Government with a view to maximizing the utilization of available water, 

the Union Irrigation Minister, Mr Kedar Pandey, said here today, reporte PTI. 


inaugurating the third Afro-Asian regional conference of the International Com- 
mission on Irrigation and Drainage, Mr Pandey said that not only the States of 
India but neighbouring countries would stand to benefit from the plan. Its im- 
plementation would depend on their cooperation. 


In India iteelf, the plan, when completed, would mean irrigation facilities for 
an additional 35 million hectares, besides the generation of an additional 40 
million kilowatts of hydro-power. Flood control and increased navigation facil- 
ities would be the other benefits. 


Investigations relating to first phase of the scheme are proposed to be taken up 
shortly, the Minister said. 


About 250 delegates from 15 countries in the region are expected to participate 
in the five-day conference, which has been organized by the Central Board o: 
Irrigation and Power. 


The theme of the conference is “management of water in irrigation systems, inc iud- 
ing conjunctive use of surface and ground waters and command area development." 
The Central Board of Irrigation and Power functions as the Indian national commit- 
tee of the ICID, which has such committees in 76 countries. 


The Minister said with a sharp rise in population and with practically the entire 
arable area having been brought under cultivation the only hope of many develop- 
ing countries meeting future food and fibre requirements was to maximize agricul- 
tural output. That was why the Centre had given high priority to development of 
irrigation and more efficient water utilization. 
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BRIEFS 


UNESCO MARCH MEETING--New Delhi, Oct. 19. India will host the first meeting of the 
Inter-Governmental Council on Development of Communication of UNESCO in March 1981 
This was disclosed by the Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Mr. Vasant 
Sathe, on his return from Belgrade. Mr. Sathe said the Director-General of UNESCO, 
Mr. Ahmadou Mahtar M'Bow had tentatively agreed to hold this meeting in India. The 
Minister had gone to Belgrade to participate in the 2lst session of the general 
conference of UNESCO as alternate leader of the Indian delegation. The election 

to the 35<member Inter-Government Council would be held in the last week of this 
month. India and Yugoslavia had signed a protocol on cooperation in the field of 
information, Mr. Sathe said. He had also met the Yugoslav Prime Minister, Mr. Veselin 
Duranovic, and had brought from him a message for the Prime Minieter, Mr. Gandhi. 
[Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Oct 80 p 10) 


PRESS COMMISSION MEMBERS--Mr. Justice A, N. Mulla, retired judge of the Allahabad 
High Court, and Mr. Prem Chand Verma, President, All-India Small and Medium News- 
papers Editors Conference, have been appointed members of the Press Commission. 
(reports PTI). [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Oct 80 p 10) 


C80: 4220 
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KAMPUCHEA 


KHIEU SAMPHAN INVITES ASIAN REPORTERS TO HIS COMMAND POST 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 23 Sep 80 pp 1, 5, 7 


[Text] Fourteen Asian reporters from Indonesia, Singapore, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Japan were invited last week 
by the Thai Government to observe the refugees at close 
hand. But what was more exciting was an offhand opportunity 
to meet with Khieu Samphan, prime minister of Democratic 
Kampuchea, during the same occasion. 


One of the newsmen invited by Khieu Samphan was Moxa Nadeak 
of SINAR HARAPAN. Following is hie report: 


One tends to get an impression that Khieu Samphan is a strategist. He mde 
good use of any given situation. He knew that on the eve of a UN General 
Assembly session, his voice would get world attention. He knew how to utilize 
whoever was supporting him and how to make surprises by playing hard-to-get 
with news reporters. 


That was what transpired on Thursday last week. He emerged face to face with 
14 reporters of various countries which apparently approved the Cambodian 
independence struggle against foreign aggression, a movement which produced a 
UN resolution concerning Cambodia last year. 


There was no time to prepare our questions. For the moment, it was known that 

@ meeting would take place and, indeed, he appeared before us in simple clothing 
one and one half hours later. Many of his statements invited elaboration, which 
he obliged. He admitted his mistakes in the past. He knew the significance 

of struggle during the rainy season and he knew how to analyze a situation. He 
claimed he was strong and felt optimistic. But was all that he said true? 


His calculations were often sweeping generalities. Like the statements of other 
government officials in general, he was full of optimism and he took for granted 
the “reports” from guerrilla units and cadres to draw his positive conclusions. 
"It's a pity that your visit to our region lasts for a few hours only,” was 

one of bis first remarks made at one of his command posts at the Sisophon-Bovel- 
Mong Kolberey district. "There's no security problem," he said, apparently to 
calm the hearts of his guests. 
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Tt was true that none of his soldiers was carrying any arms. Looking young, 
not more than 30 yeare old, they were relaxed, as if nothing were happening. 
The simple welcome at the stone bridge over a email river, which represented 
a frontier, meant that they were in control of the situation. 


In the bamboo huts, some women were seen lazing around on the porch. Their 
faces were plain, not happy but no eign of fear, either. These hute were built 
in rows, obviously with planning. Theearth was soft, ae it was rainy season. 


Khieu Samphan said that they [hie sobdiers) were not smart enough to make good 
use of the situation during the wet monsoon last year. This mistake has been 
corrected this year. Each day, he said, guerrilla unite totalling os many as 
50,000 people, relentleasly attack unite of enemy forces, Vietnam. He never 
miseed a chance to slip in the word "enemy" when referring to Vietnam--"our 
Vietnamese enemy." 





The 49-year-old prime minister assessed that the situation would turn for the 
better in October as a result of emall skirmishes during the rainy season--unless 
the enemy launched another attack. When asked how much longer it would take him 
to gain control over Cambodia entirely, he could not anewer. He knew that if 

he responded to the question, his answer would become headline news in many 
newspapers the following day. 


As a matter of fact, the reporters could not ask many questions, because each 
one was explained in detail, giving an impression that he was soliciting the 
full trust of the reporters. 


This command post is located in the center of a district inhabited by 15,000 
people in an area measuring 8 sq km. The trees are tall but they barely conceal 
this district from the air. Apparently it was an area most purged of the 
Vietnamese enemy. This enemy, he said, was only 10 kms away at Pursat district, 
encircled and harassed by guerrilla sorties repeatedly launched by Democratic 
Kampuchea. 


This area is situated a mere 4 kms away from Phnom Malay which admittedly became 
the arena of a hard-fought battle last year, depleting their strength. The 
fighting took place in October and November of 1979. At present Phnom Malay is 
completely liberated, Samphan said. 


Previously, each guerrilla unit comprised 3 persons only, but during the present 
wet monsoon the number has been increased, so they can attack units of Vietnamese 
troops of platoon (about 30 members) or company (about 80 membem) level. He 
claimed that the guerrillas totalled 50,000 scattered all over Cambodia. 


Half of these guerrillas have the capability to improve themselves. He cited an 
example that took place in southern Koh Kong where early last September they 
succeeded in wiping out 3 enemy platoons in a battle that lasted 4 days and 

4 nights. Another attack was launched at about the same time in the Kompong 
Chhnang region. 


After describing the successes of the guerrillas, Samphan said that the liberated 
area has become an unbroken and contiguous bloc stretching from Kompong Som in 
the south northward to Koh Kong district, further on to the eastern part of 
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Batambang, Oodar Mean Chey, to East Preah Viher and the northern part of 
Stung Treng. 


He eaid that thie represented a progress achieved since last April, after the 
guerrilla unite had successfully slipped into the Cambodian hinterland. 


As a "Red," he always remembers that a guerrilla movement should be supported by 
political struggle among the Cambodian population. He admitted that political 
organization and the dissemination of information among the people were carried 
Out simultaneously with military activities. 


"Our cadres of the United Front have mobilized the inhabitants based on a new 
program of the Front's policies," he said. This mobilization effort enjoys 
the support of guerrilla units. 


Khieu Sanphan denied the occurance of mass murders in hie country between 1975 

and 1978. "This is Vietnamese propaganda," he asserted. ‘The fact is that during 
the 1975-78 period we made a mistake, but talking about mass murders is another 
matter. It's not so," he added. 


He summed up the situation by saying that if the mistakes were compared with the 
positive aspects, the latter would cover up the former. It was not clear what 

he meant by positive aspects. He said that during the 3 year period his cadres 
succeeded in improving the people's living standards and resolving the challenges 
that confronted them, as well as in defending Cambodia and her honor. 


"So your cadres are multi-purpose cadres?" asked a reporter. He replied, "When 
we talk about cadres, we have military cadres, political cadres, and so on." 


Previously, the weaknesses and mistakes comprised two aspects. Firstly, for 

a long time in the past, Vietnamese agents infiltrated to carry out sabotages 
and simultaneously praised our erroneous policies. Secondly, Cambodian cadres 
themselves abused the power in their possession. 


Khieu Samphan then qualified the term "abuse" of power by explaining it as 
"making a number of mistakes." He was most cautious in clarifying the form of 
the mistakes, which was not to be compared with the death of 2-3,900 civilians 
every day as a result of starvation and Vietnamese conventional weapons, said 
Samphan. 


At present the cadres are undergoing educational reform by the reduction of 

their authority and the decentralization of their power. At the same time, the 
people's sense of awareness is mobilized in order that they know of their right to 
"resist" or confront the cadres. Within this framework, people's representatives 
from the communes (which number 10,000) up to district and provincial levels 

are also mobilized. These representative bodies oversee the government admin- 
istration. 


If there had not been a Vietnamese aggression between 1975 and 1978, we would 
have achieved a good government by now. We did not wrest power until Cambodia 
had suffered much destruction, "so there was not time to correct the mistakes.” 
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He praised ASEAN's fight to attract international backing of the Cambodian problem. 
He gaid that the struggle was not merely to retain Cambodia's seat in the Uniced 
Nations, but also to carry out the Un resolution last vear which denounced the 
expansion of Vietnam along with the Soviet Union's. 


"The struggle of Democratic Kampuchea is aleo ASEAN's struggle. As Thailand's 

Prime Minister H,E, Prem Tinsulanonda said recently, Vietnam's strategy in Indochina 
is not confined toward Laos and Cambodia, but the goal of that strategy ise to 

annex Muangthai's l6cth province in the north to be incorporated into the Indo- 
chinese Federation." 


"We can prove this matter," he said. 


According to Knieu Samphan, an important Vietnamese cadre named Hai So once 
showed up in North Muangthai. His mission was politica: in nature. This cadre 
Spread the word that it was futile to resist because Vietnamese troops were 
liberators whose primary duties were the liberation of Phnom Penh, to be followed 
by that of Muangthai. 


Hai So, who is a Politburo member of the Vietnamese Communist Party, is aided by 
other Hanoi cadres in his assignnent, said Khieu Samphan. They propagated the 
information that the national Liberation movement in Cambodia is totally erroneous. 


"Should the United States normalize her relations with Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union leave Vietnam, would this help Democratic Kampuchea?" asked a reporter. 


Sampham replied, "I think it would be a fundamentalerror to assume that we can 
separate Vietnam from the Soviet Union. It is impossible to separate them. 
They are striving for the same ideals, the Same strategy.” 


He added that Vietnam could operate in Cambodia's hinterland simply because she 
received aid from the Soviet Union. 


On the eastern part of our country, Vietnam and the Soviet Union are mobilizing 
their forces "in an attempt to swallow our country.” 


Samphan eaid there is only one way out to save Cambodia, that is, by joining 
forces with the ASEAN countries. The aims of Democratic Kampuchea are closely 


connected « + those of ASEAN. If the war in Cambodia is not terminated, peace 
in Southe 4 cannot be guaranteed. If Vietnam succeeds in overrunning 
Cambodia, -. aangthai, Malaysia, Singapore and other ASEAN countries would be 


overrun, too. 
"So you believe in the domino theory?" (a reporter asked). 


"I don't like to talk about dominoes, but only about Vietnamese and Soviet 
strategy and expansion in Southeast Asia.’ said Samphan. 


This viewpoint is shared by the ASEAN countries, he said. At present, our eftorts 
and our organizations are for the purpose of fostering cooperation and close 
relationships with ASEAN countries. 
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"If we follow another way, that means suicide for our people and our country.” 
A moment ot ellence. 


"After winning the war against Vietnam, is there a possibility for your country 
to join ASEAN?" 


"If the ASEAN countries open their doors, we would be delighted to be associated." 
"Why not?" quipped the reporter, which was followed by laughter of all present. 


"I'm happy to answer your question, because Cambodia will be delighted to become 
an ASEAN member." 


After the meeting was over, Cambodia's desire to become an ASEAN member formed 
a topic of discussion among the "invited reporters. All agreed that Khieu wae 


good at rhetoric. 


What was voiced from the center of the jungle was: "We need to be counted, we 
are optimistic, we have power, we have corrected our past mistakes." 


[see map on following page] 
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LAOS 


FORMER VAN PAO STRONGHOLD DESCRIBED 
Vientiane SLANG PASASON in La 10 Aug 80 pp 2, 3 
'Arttcle bv Maiachon: “Hom Dietrict, Land of Mountaine” | 


| Excerpts Hom Diatrict is located northeast of the Vientiane capital and has an 
area of /,200 equare kiiometerse. it is composed of 6 cantons, namely Kengnoi, 
Napho, Phuhuat, Phalavek, Phungu and Phumun, and 59 villages and has a total of 

5,387 inhabitants including /,678 women. Lao-theung and Lao-sung comprise 94 
percent of the population, 


weographically it is almost entirely mountainous and forest covered and it is 
spareely inhabited. On the north it is borderec by Saisombun District, on the 
south by Paksan and Thulakhom Districts, on the east by Xiang Khouang Province, and 
mn the weet by Vaneviang and Keo-udom Dietrictse of Vientiane Province. The people 
f the district are dispersed widely and most of them make their living from 
nature. Communications among them is very difficult. Under the old regime these 
people were called ‘stupid tungle folk’ and at beset could only become siaves, 
servants or beasts of burden. 


But what are the pe é f Hom Dietrict really iike™ 
The people f Hor ieatrict have built an honorable reputation for their dietrict 
is a ‘Home of Heroes." That i: the essence of Hom District whose peopie are tierce 
ana drave. Previously when they set foot in Hom District, by cutting through the 
is r over the mountains r by floating down the Nam San River, the Vang Pao Meo 
and other traitors wou tick together when they realized it because if they 
separated they taste intless cudgel blows struck by the people of the district. 
When they realized that their us f peychological warfare could not make the people 
f this district surrender they resorted to the ultimate weapon. They used ai 
xinds t a@ircrartt t ’ mds anc nemica scoileons in order t seater the homes, 
mest i animais, at ‘ the people in hopes of inducing the peopie of this 
t esist e and to surrender unconditionaliv. But this scheme 
‘ R é eopi« iom District lowed their nation and their father 
luring the entirs eri the struggie for national iiberation they were conm- 
surrounde t the est fehed giortous enclaves that no enemy was ever 
1 t set t i ist numbers ' feet of patrioti fightere tramped the highest 


rhe ey ‘ , , Nar San w ‘ > hae beer at ineoirat ion tr? rev ’ | “" 








we went to Nom Dietrict for the (iret time, But inetead of being put off by the 
natural conditions and the custome we had imagined, we returned pleased and proud 
because the things we saw 46 we walked the land were not sour, sad faces but 
emiles, qQue@atione about the latest news and conversations that made ve feel asym 
theti we only epent | day in Hom Dietrict but we were abie to learn about the 
hanges that made the people of the district proud. Now Hom District has estabd- 
iehed an experimental, agricultural cooperative at Ban Nasal where multi ethnix 
people were learning to take care of paddy rice and control plant pests in order 
to harveet the ripening rice. On the hilleides and river banke the dry-fteld 
rice wae golden ripe and domestic animale were abundant around the houses, Shifting 
agriculture had been abandoned for rice-paddy farming and scattered, individual 
effort , given Wa to the eaetab. iehment of the firat collective unit hanging 
manpower int a ommon procession of the people of thie district, Every trace of 


cg belle Nae disappeared. Efforte in public health, sanitation, national 
jJetense, public satety, eth solidarity and international solidari:y have been 
elevated, peopie have plenty to eat and peace and quiet reign everywhere. in 


mountainous Hom Dietrict one hearse only the sounds of birds, rodents and babb/ ing 
brooks But one might also hear the Meo singing and dancing a8 well as the sounds 
f rchestras and singers performed by the volunteer entertainment troup. One can 


watch sporting contests and he an alwave hear the lauehter and chatter of young 
Me Dove and e#iria 
ay 








LAOS 


INDUSTRY, TRADE SERVICE NOTES TAX EVASION, HOARDING 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 13 Sep 80 ppl, 4 


(Text) m the afternoon of || September 1980 at the Wire and Plastic Bag Factory 
the conference summarizing the work for the last six months of the year and 
pianning for the last six monthe of 1980 closed with excellent results, after 
proceeding vigorously for four days. 


The following were honored guests at the ceremony: Chanmi Douvangboutdi, member of 
the Party Central Committee, secretary of Vientiane City and Province party 
committee, minister attached to the prime minister's office; Thongpen Souklaseng, 
member of the party committee, Vientiane City and Province administrative committee; 
Bovaiai Senchonghak, member of the party committee, Vientiane City and Province 
adminiaetrative committee, chief of Vientiane Provincial Military Command; Sivilai 
Sovlivong, member of the party committee, Vientiane City and Province administrative 
ommittee; Thongphet Soulivong, member of the party committee, Vientiane City and 
Province administrative committee, chief of the Vientiane Industry and Trade Service, 
the committee responsible for various factcries and companies under the Vientiane 
Industry and Trade Service. Total attendance was 185 persons. 


At the eremony, Thongphet Soulivong read a summary of the first six months of the 
ear and plans for the last six months of 1980. He stated that in the first six 
months they had faced many difficulties since enemies had not vet abandoned their 
treachery to thwart and sabotage our new regime, especially in industry and trade. 
The Beliing reactionaries took their people, set them up to buy state products to 


se | st a profit, hoard goods, bought products from abroad at will, evaded taxes, 
violated customs regulations, as well as other offenses. ne area of trouble was 
their own aghett However, ised on the decision of each of the cadres and 
state trade service workers, they received close guidance from the Party Committee, 
and the Vientiane ity and Province Administrative Committee, which enabled industry 


und trade to grow and expand day by day, from the district towns to the rural 
Ommunities, timulating production and raising living standards, both materially 


ma spiritual, for the masses at every level in Vientiane. 
er hanmia Dovangboutdi gave the keynote speech. He spoke of changes and expansion 
yf socialist industry a trade, which are separated from the administration and 
pdvanc lirectiy toward enterprise. On world conditions he said that revolution 
was sorea rapidiy. The forces that love peace, the three revoiutionar’ 
irrents, the national defense forces of ail socialist countries have exceeded the 


strenet? f the anti-rev itionary forces. He also added that the third world war 





would not appen because the \mperiaiiat 


be definitely deteated in every 
adres and workera of each ae 


ix Monthe of 1960 to meet the 
Titer ti art the representatives 


industry and Trade Service rose 
competition, to implement every 


area of the 


bloc and the Beijing 


worid. Finally he 


tor, to concentrate their time, 
ability tirelessly on their specialized tasks to fulfill the plan for the last 


goal set. 


reactionaries would 
called on the 


atreneth, ana 


of various factories and companies under the Vientiane 
to accept the upper echelon's 


decision of 


the upper echelon, 


adcdresa * atart 
to strugegie to carry 


m with their enterprises, to open up and expand the network of socialist industry 


md trade, which is the binding 
ii Vientiane society. ihis is 
‘lan af achieve the projected 


mH 4 


iink in the 


economi avetem of 


the nation, and in 


to accompliah the successful implementation of th 


figures set. 
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TRADE IN CONSUMER GOODS, CROP SOWING AREA REPORTED 
August Trade in Consumer Goods 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 16 Sep 80 pp l, 4 


| Text in August 1950 the Import-Export Corporation for Industrial and Crafts 
Products, Vientiane Industry and Trade Section, shipped goods of various kinds to 
state stores in 15 district towns under Vientiane City and Province's jurisdiction. 


The products sent to these local areas amounted to 41,400 kg of Salt, 550,000 packs 
of different kinds of cigarettes, 161,941 meters of all types of cloth, 10,440 
skirts, 1,680 blankets, 2,000 sets of work clothes, 5,000 neckerchiefs, 572.3 kg 
of buttons, 250 kg of cotton dyes, 1,213 bath towels, 4,535 pieces of clothing, 
160 school uniform skirts, 618 school uniform trousers, 5,000 large and small 
mosquito nets, 9,000 pairs of boots, 500 shoulder bags, 2,000 batteries, 49,5/3 
bars of soap, 2,000 flashlights, 2,016 boxes of sanitary napkins, 377 leatner 
briefcases, 16,000 boxes of mosquito repellent, 1,780 water pots, 20,000 ladles, 
3,128 buckets, 11,267 ke of nails, 40 rolls of barbed wire, 26,335 sheets of 
gaivanized iron, 306 sickles, 150 machetes, and many household utensils. The 
value of these items was estimated at 11,072,271.98 kip. These meet the needs of 


the people, serve in stimulating production and gradually improving the Living 

Standards of the working people. The objective is to conduct socialist trade on 

the foundation of trade as the chain in an economic system that must link ali of 
iety's activities. 


Luang Prabang Starchy Crops 


Vient ans TANG PASASON in Lao 5 Sé p 5U Pp j 

Lext During the 180 production season the people in every locality of Luang 
Prabang District determined to expand the planting of subsidiary starchy crops, 
industrial crops, on a broader scope. During this time they planted 618 hectares 


manioc, sweet potatoes, corn, taro, peanuts, and arrowroot. This was 100 more 








Gnommalat Starchy Crops 


Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 3 Sep 80 p A 10 





‘Text) Vientiane (KPL). Along with caring for the rice fields the farmers 

of Gnommalat District, Khammouan Province, put forth great effort in planting 
subsidiary starchy crops in order to increase the family incomes. Up to the 
present they have planted more than 400 hectares in corn, taro, and other root 
crops. They have also put in bananas, sugar cane, sesame, and many other kinds 

of plants. The farmers now are turning their attention to working the rice fields 
and cultivated crops with exuberance. 


Food Sales in Saithani 
Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 2 Sep 80 p A6 


(Text | Vientiane (KPL). From the beginning of the year to the end of August the 
cadres of the Food Section, Saithani District, Vientiane Province, paid attention 
to bringing food supplies for sale to the cadres and people of the local regions 
to improve their standard of living. In this period they sold 35 tons of husked 
rice, over 26 tons of sugar, 27,400 tins of milk, 600 tins of butter, 200 tins 

of pork, and other items. The Food Section of this district is continuing to 
serve the people ceaselessly to enable them to keep up production, especially 

in caring for the rice fields successfully. 
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IMPORTANCE OF SOCIALIST FOREIGN TRADE, AID EMPHASIZED 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 6 Sep 80 p 2 


[Excerpt] Of the policies of our party and state toward domestic production and 
foreign aid or foreign trade, which is the primary iesue? 


On this tesue they have specified the primacy of fostering and improving domestic 
production. We want to be our own masters and this is dependent on our being seif- 
suffictent. When we are self-sufficient it will mean that our economy is indepen- 
dent and progressingly prosperous. 


Besides carrying out domestic production, foreign relations are also important. 
This does not mean closing our doors to build our nation. If we did that, we would 
not be able to grow and expand. Opening our doors to the outside world means 
acquiring science and technology. When we have a high level of science and 
technology we will have a modern basis of production and we will grow and expand 
rapidly. However, aid and trade should tend to be with the socialist countries. 

We want to build socialiem and a socialist economy so we must incline towards 
socialist not capitalist countries. 


What kind of foreign trade is proper according to the guidelines of our party and 
state? 


Foreign trade relations, according to the principles of our party and state, must 
be independent, equal and in the interest of each party. 





LAOS 


VLENTLANF INDUSTRY, TRADE SERVICE TO DECENTRALIZE FUNCTIONS 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAL in Lao 2 Sep 80 pp 1, 2 


([Text| At the end of August the committee in charge of the Vientiane City and 
Province Industry and Trade Service, under the chairmanship of Thongphet Sulivong, 
member of the Vientiane City and Province adminstrative committee and chiet of 

the committee in charge of the Vientiane City and Province Industry and Trade 
Service, announced a reorganization of its functions, in keeping with the provisions 
of Resolution No 7 issued by the party central committee, involving the separation 
of enterprises and adminstrative organizations. 


This is done to make the various enterprises independent and under their own con- 
trol in accordance with a council of minsters’ directive and to encourage these 
enterprises to fulfill their quotas for the last 6 months of 1980 in glorious 
fashion. 


In fact the entire industry and trade service has been divided into four large 
corporations, a corporation for import, export and distribution of industrial, 
handicraft and other goods, a hotel and restaurant corporation, a provisions cor- 
poration, and a food corporation. 


In addition a system of incorporation has been established for textile factories 
and management committees have been appointed for 12 industrial or handicraft 
factories. 


On this occasion Thongphet Sulivong, representing the party central committee an: 
the adminstrative committee of Vientiane City and Province, called for the manage- 
ment committees of these corporations and factories, as well as all the cadres and 
workers, to pull together to their utmost to fulfill the quotas of their enter- 
prises. 


This was done to foster production and improve the living conditions of the people 
as well as to set new production records in honor of the coming fifth national day 
celebration on 2 December. 








LAOS 


PAKSONG COFFEE CULTIVATION, RESETTLEMENT, TOURIST POTENTIAL DESCRIBED 
/ientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 8 Sep 80 pp 2, 3 
[Article by "a Champassak reporter": "A Golden Land"] 


[Text] After visiting settlement "08," touring the sights of Paksong District and 
attending a pleasant gathering of the youth of Paksong, party and administrative 
authority representatives from the 10 districts of Champassak Province went on a 
tour of the Golden Mount. Here there are beautiful, scenic views of the area 
surrounding Paksong. Here, a comrade of the Paksong party committee, who was 
acting as host, explained the scenes and strategic locations, such as Mount Thevada 
and many locations where planting work was in progress, which caused the repre- 
sentatives to nod their heads and show their appreciation. Paksong District is a 
land of dark, moist earth, abundant with food-source plants. Any foreign or 
domestic tourist who vieits Champassak Province and does not visit Paksong Dis- 
trict might be said to have not really visited Champassak. 


Paksong has an especially valuable economic importance for national development. 

As far as the eye can see level spots and mild slopes in the mountains are dotted 
with coffee, false cardamom, tea and quinquina plantations. The thick mountain 
forests contain many types of valuable timber that can be extracted for construc- 
ting houses. In addition there are many types of medicinal plants for treating 
diseases or health tonics and there are broad grasslands for pasturing animals. 

The cool weather makes it a good place for vacation resorts. Under the old regime, 
capitalists invested heavily in order to obtain the valuable resources of this dis- 
trict, but regarding education and public health they paid not a shred of attention. 
They left the people of this district deeply immersed in the shadows of ignorance 
and superstition. Moreover they brought in and spread low-class, backward culture. 
Their greatest crime was their use of bombs and chemical poisons to destroy the 
lives and property of the people. In the final phase of their war of aggression 
the American imperialists sent several battalions of Thai mercenary troops to be 
stationed in Paksong to resist the revolutionary forces and the people, to burn 

the houses that remained standing after the bombings, and to cut down coffee, false 
cardamom, anc other food-source plants in order to attain their objectives in car- 
rying out their triple-clearing policy. 





After the nation had been liberated and the Peoples Democratic Republic of Loas had 
been established the party, state and local administrative authorities paid special 
attention to the reconstruction of Paksong, including the construction of a number 
of agricultural communes as a part of the building of socialism. In the nearly four 





years since, under the leadership of the party, state and local authorities, the 
people who had had faith in the brave struggle for national salvation and in con- 
struction had even more faith in the leadership of the party and state, In the 
present as in the past when they meet any obstacles they are determined to over- 
come them and to play a role in the shining development of their homeland, One of 
the many taske but the pivotal one for building a socialist economy and one which 
makes the multi-ethnic people of the whole district proud and happy is that during 
the first 6 months of 1980 the, were able to expand planted land by 1,300 hectares, 
land in coffee by 1,300 hectares including 1,259 hectares previously planted in 
coffee, rice paddies by 28 hectares, and starchy cropland by more than 100 hectares. 
Thirteen families abandoned shifting cultivation to take up rice farming bringing 
the total now to 42 families. In addition moderate increases have been made in 
land planted in potatoes, tea and quinquina as well as in pastureland and cattle. 


Before raising his glass of liquor to welcome and to toast the party and adminis-~ 
trative representatives from the 10 districts of Champassak who had taken the time 
to visit the learn from the experiences of Paksong Dsitrict following the end of 
the all-province conference, Comrade Tiam of the district committee summarized the 
first 6 months and the plans for the last 6 months of the year saying, "Although 
they have encountered many objective and subjective difficulties, our multi-ethnic 
people in Paksong District have new life. They are determined to work energetically 
to increase the role of their district and to carry out all their duties whether in 
maintenance of construction of socialism and in the immediate future will be deter- 
mined to insure fulfillment of the prov‘sions agreed on for the plan for the last 

6 months of 1980 by the all-province conference.” As befits domestic and foreign 
tourists, authors, poets and many others have said, "Paksong, a golden land.” 
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LAOS 


PHONG SALY TRADE SERVICE CONDUCTS IMPORT-EXPORT WORK 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 10 Sep 80 p 2 
[Article by Sailay Phufa: "Phong Saly Province Trade Is Increasing" | 


[Text] From the time it was fresh off the organizational drawing board and trading 
only in miscellaneous items and a number of goods during war time it has progressed 
to become larger than any other service of Phong Saly Province and to have complete 
staffing of all of its components. It is called the Phong Saly Province Industry 
and Trade Service. 


For many years this industry and trade service has worked to provide all kinds of 
materials and goods for sale to respond to the general needs of the public by 
expanding trade outlets and transforming trade into the harness of the economic 

and financial system. In 1978 the service underwent reform in organization, leader- 
ship and division of responsibilities with regard to the rights and duties of 
specialists in each area, e.g., technical, management and labor in a number of 

its divisions and state enterprises. These included porter labor, land and water 
transport workers, the foodstuffs acquisition unit, the cooking unit, photographic 
studios, etc. These things resulted in greater efficiency of the trade efforts 

of the province. For example the import and export figures for the first 6 months 
of 1980 increased more than in any other year. Retail sales figures were valued 

at 3,371,164 kip and almost 300,000 kip worth of forest products from district 
stores or purchased directly was sent abroad in exchange for foreign goods. In 
addition to the amount bartered during the first 6 months of 1980 the materials 
purchasing office bought 349,000 kip worth of agricultural and forest products 

from the people including dozens of tons of false cardamom, benzoin, stick lac and 
other materials and purchased spare parts valued at 273,105 kip for factory machinery 
in the province, Alongside the retail trade office the workers of the state enter- 
prise office have resolutely performed their duties to earn income and turn them 
over to the provincial bank and have regularly met payroll expenditures through 
early 1980. The foodstuffs unit has made efforts to find dozens of animals to buy 
from farms and to bring in and sell to cadres. The income from sale of meat 
amounts to 663,146 kip. The rice unit has sought to extend the spirit of respon- 
sibility to maintain grainaries and to mill enough rice to meet the needs of the 
cadres and produced income of 2,263,861 kip. The income from cooked food, noodle 
soup and pastries earned by the women of the cooking unit was 17,460 kip and the 
income from photographic studios was 10,506 kip. The total income of the trade 
service for the first 7 months of 1980 was 6,306,326 kip which has been deposited 
at the provincial office of the national bank for use in various kinds of work. 


60 








Besides the export sales by the provincial retail sales office, the Phong Saly 

trade service has shipped available goods including production tools, cultura! 

goods, household goods and other types of goods to district stores for further 

distribution to canton cooperative atores and village trading units since the 

firet of the year as follows: Yod U District stores received goods worth 240,604 

kip, Phong Saly District stores--388,949 kip, Samphan District stores--80,557 

kip, Khoua District--1,455,636 kip, May District--1,090,541 kip, retail sales 

tfice of the provincial trade service--1,950,918 kip and branch stores of the 

provincial trade service--93,297 kip. | 


At present the cadres and workers of the Phong Saly Industry and Trade Service 


have turned their attention to fulfillment of the quotas for the last 6 months 
of 1980 as well as for the entire year in order to attain glorious achievements. 
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LAOS 


CHANGE IN RICE RATION SYSTEM NOTED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 28 Aug 80 p 3 


[Article in "Conversations with the Editor" column: "Are Cadre Ration Books 
Still Valid for Making Purchases?" | 


[Text] Comrade Khamphay, a cadre of Vientiane City and Province, writes to dis- 
cuss the following question. "At the present time the Foodstuffs Branch no longer 
permits use of ration books for buying rice. They have changed to making a general 
roster of names in each unit or department for making purchases in a group. I 
approve of this and feel it will be more convenient for cadres and workers, But 

I want to ask, since ration books cannot be used for buying rice, are they still 
valid for purchasing anything else?" 


"Comrade Khamphay, the changes of the Foodstuffs Branch invoiving rice purchases 
by cadres and workers, we also approve in line with what you have said because 
formerly it was somewhat confused and difficult. For example, you could almost 
say that a cadre might waste 2-3 days a month waiting to buy rice. As for your 
question, the answer is: Ration books remain valid, except for rice purchases, 
for purchasing other rativuned goods at the appropriate rate. We have received 
additional information from the Vientiane Trade Service that purchase rights for 
rationed goods will be increased in amount. This means the ration books will be 
allowed increased purchases as appropriate. We did not ask whether this has 
been announced or put into practice. We hope this answers your question.” 
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SRI LANKA 


CORRESPONDENT INTERVIEWS SIRIMAVO BANDARANAIKE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in Engiish 22 Qet 80 p ] 
[Article by K. K. Sharma) 


\Text| Colombo, Oct. 21.--Mre Sirimavo Bandaranaike, who has been deprived of her 
civic rights by the Sri Lanka Government, suspects that the USA has been given 
rights to establish a naval base at Trincomalee and that President J. R. Jayawardene 
is opting out of non-alignment. 

The former Prime Minister told me in an interview that 2,500 acres in Sri Lanka's 
main security zone around Trincomalee had been leased to an American firm for the 
ostensible purpose of setting up a refinery. 


‘We do not have any of]. We already have a refinery. So why do we need another 
refinery?" said Mrs Bandaranaike. The U.S. interest in Asia was growing and she 
feela it is not satisfied with Diego Garcia. "I think they would be happier with 
Trincomalee”. 


Why was President Jayawardene doing this? “He wants Western aid. He desperately 
needs money to deal with the economic crisis he has plunged the country into. No- 
body else will give him money because he has mismanaged the economy”, Mrs Bandaranaike 
said, adding that the entire non-aligned world should be warned about the Sri Lanka 
povernment's moves. India was directly threatened, she said. 


escribing the action against her in depriving her of her civic rights as a “heinous 
rime’, Mrs Bandaranaik« laimed that soon after he was elected in 19//, Mr Jaya- 


wardene offered her the post of Minister of Foreign Affairs in his Cabinet. “If I 
was fit ¢t e a Cabinet Minister then, why am I now being punished? But I refused 
se caus iid not want to be part f Mr Jayvawardene's capitalist Government, I want 
t rr t¢ the slist policies of my lat« usband”, Mrs Bandaranaike said. 
les. ever ler ra er i strong Opposition. She thinks that the action 
wainet her was tak ecause she was the Government's most powerful opponent “and 
th yovernment wants ¢t tifle all opposition . But she has not vet formulated a 
trategy ¢ ype with the situation ne a’ een barred from taking part in any 
electoral process at thoug [ do not mind going to jail”, Mrs Bandaranaike say: 
he must place ¢t terest: f er Sri Lanka Freedom Party above her own interests. 
t f winning the ext election in 1983 but ts not sure of the two- 


thirds ma} ' that er irty nee is to withdraw the punishment inflicted on her. 








A Pattern 


"What has happened to me follows a pattern in Asta. Firat Mujib went, then it was 
Mre Gandhi's turn (though she has now come back), then Bhutto was killed and now it 
le my turn”, sald Mra Bandaranaike looking somewhat pensive. She is determined to 
fight on. "TI refuse to bow out of politics”, she said. 


But she is obviously bitter about the treatment meted out to her. "Is thie the way 

to treat a person who has been in Parliament for 20 years out of which she was 

Prime Miniater for 12 years? 1 brought world attention to Sri Lanka and its prestige 
was high when | was Prime Minister", she said. 


Mre Bandaranaike said she had kept Mrs Gandhi informed of events in Sri Lanka and 
claimed that the Indian Prime Minister had expressed serious concern over the events 
here. Mre Gandh! had not given any advice but had told her how she herself had dealt 
with the situation that she faced in India, obviously to enable Mrs Bandaraneike to 
take a lesson. ‘Let them make a martyr of me. The people have shown that t.ey are 
behind me and this makes the Government afraid," she said. 

The least that the Government could have done was to have held a referendum on the 
action against her, Mrs Bandaranaike said. "If the people had said I should go, ! 
would have no hesitation to go. But e Government ignored both me and the people”, 


sre added ° 


Mrs Bandaranaike was strongly critical of the "mess" that the present Government: 
had taken Sri Lanka into. ‘They were elected to deal with unemployment and the 
sconomic situation, not to take part in a witch hunt”. She accused the Government 
f mortgaging the future of Sri Lanka to the West since the country could never re- 
pay the heavy loans taken. All these were being used for political purposes and 

"a amall coterie of people have become multimillionaires while the condition of the 
ountry has sharply deteriorated”. 














CTHALLAND 


LAO EX lle ALD LTO RETURN TO FIGHT SRV INFLUENCE 
Banagkok JS1AM RAT in Thai 22 Sep 80 p 5 
_Editorial: "The Lao People Must Solve the Problems of Laos" | 


| Text ] On Saturday, 20 September, the newspaper SIAM RAT printed a 
three-column headline story entitled "The Lao People Are Becoming 
Restless and Are Opposing the Government." 


,1AM RAT reported that when the Lao government created problems 
with Thailand after the Thai river patrol boat was fired on in the 
Mekong River, the Thai government was forced to close the border 

in retaliation. But it later opened new border points for the Lao 
people, who Thailand felt had been caused problems. Now, there have 
been news reports from diplomatic circles in Vientiane stating that 
larce numbers of Lao people who have perceived the qood intentions 
of the Thai qovernment and Thai people have all come to understand 
the insincerity of the Lao government toward the Thai people and 
Thailand. There has been widespread criticism concerning this 
matter, 


When there are reports of this type, we are sure that readers must 
be skeptical about how much truth there is to such reports. 


jiowever, we feel that no matter how much truth is contained in 
these reports printed by SIAM RAT, we can still understand sone 
thinas from the fact that Lao people have fled into Thailand. The 
reason that they have fled their country is that, besides the fact 
that there 1S Starvation in Laos, they are very unhappy about the 
fact that the Vientiane government is not independent. That is, 
everything that it does is watched and controlled by Vietnam. Even 
though former covernments (qovernments prior to the administrative 
change) lacked stability and were frequently toppled and even 
thouch they were corrput, at that period, Thailand and Laos had real 


fraternal association with each other and Laos depended on Thailand 
Oo breathe.” As for commercial and capital goods used to develop 


the economy of Laos, even though there were misunderstandinas at 
times about trade, it was still possible to discuss thinas with 
each other. 














(nus, it is not at all surprising why some groups of Lao people 
presently Living in the United States are eager to return and wage 
& war to end the influence of Vietnam, 


This is no secret. It 18 well Known that General Vung Pao, the 
Leader of the Mungs during the war with the communists before Laos 
fell (at present, he is living in California), is still active and 
ready to return. 


Ne nave great Sympathy for the Lao people. They have had to endure 
1reat hardships and difficulties in leading their lives in this 
country and this has forced them to have to flee to Thailand. 


thus, .© best way to solve the problems of Laos is to completely 
eliminate, as quickly as possible, the influence that foreign 
countries have over the Lao people. 
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THAILAND 


HIGH-LEVEL TASK FORCE ON SOUTH TO BE SET UP 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 22 Sep 80 pp il, 12 


[Article: “The Security Council Has Established a Task Force to 
Evaluate the Results of the Actions Taken In the South, It Is 
Composed of All Sectors Involved In Solving the Problems" | 


ones The Security Council is making preparations to establish by 
the middle of next month, a task force to solve the southern 
problems. The deputy prime minister for security will head this task 
force. 


Mr Banyat Bantadtan, the deputy minister of interior, has disclosed 
that the National Security Council, the president of which is the 
prime minister, will convene a meeting to hold final discussions on 
_establishing]} a high-level, joint administrative committee to solve 
the southern problems. The committee will be set up around the middle 
of October. 


The establishment of this task force is the result of a meeting of the 
cabinet and high-level officials concerned, which was held recently 
at the Senanarong Camp in Hat Yai, Songkhla Province. 


Mr Banyat stated that this joint committee will be an organization 
that has the power to make immediate decisions to solve the southern 
problems. It is expectec that the deputy prime minister for security, 
General Soem Na Nakhon, will head this committee, which will be 
composed of officials con rned, such as officials from the 
ministries of interior, foreign affairs and defense. 


According to this new plan, an office of the committee secretary- 
general will be established in the south to evaluate the results of 
and follow the actions taken by the various government units. It will 
coordinate things and solve problems in order tofacilitate carrying 
out the tasks in the south in accord with the plans that have been 
formulated. Concerning the establishment of this task force, Mr 
Banyat stated that General Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister, has 


oy aioe approval. 
CSO: 4207 





THA TLAND 


NAVAL UNITS TO BE MOVED TO SATTAHIP 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 24 Sep 80 p 2 


_Article: "Bfficiency of the Navy Increased. More Units Will Be 
Moved to Sattahip" ] 


_Text | The commander in chief of the navy has said that an attempt 
vill be made to move more naval units in Bangkok to the naval base at 
Sattahip because this is a very efficient naval base. 


Admiral Kawee Singha, the deputy minister of defense and the commander 
in chief of the navy, has disclosed that an effort will be made to 
move more naval units from Bangkok to Sattahip in order to be able to 
closely coordinate naval command activities. The navy is carrying on 

a project to develop the naval base at Sattahip so that it is a 
well-equipped naval base. Thus, if the units concerned are moved from 
Bangkok to the Sattahip naval base, this will enable the activities 

of the navy to be carried out in a more stable and efficient manner. 


Admiral Kawee Singha also stated that the navy will try to increase 
its capabilities concerning weapons and war materials so that it is 
more modern and more prepared. In particular, the number of modern 
warships will be increased. As for the three new rocket-equipped 
patrol boats that have been received, their capabilities will be 
demonstrated for the king on 24 September in a southern province. 
These boats have great capabilities. Besides this, the navy has also 
ordered three larger warships, mentioned earlier, from Italy. These 
ships too are modern ships with great capabilities. Thus, it is hoped 
that in the future thenavy will have greater numbers of modern ships 
of various types that can be used to defend our territorial waters. 
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THAILAND 


MOLILIZAVION OF RESERVISTS FOR TRAINING ANNOUNCED 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 17 Sep 80 pp 1, 12 


_Articles “Reservists Have Been Mobilized to Test Their 
‘Readiness '" | 


_Text ] The army has opened large-scale reservists training in order 
to test their readiness. The plans were changed from conducting the 
training in each province to holding joint training exercises. The 
stipulated time period for this is 2 months, starting at the 
beqinninag of October. 


Lieutenant General Wasin Isarangkun Na Ayuthaya, the director of the 
training exercise to test [military] readiness, and his group talked 
with reporters about this mobilization of reservists for training. 
He stated that this training exercise is not being held because of 
any difficult situation either inside or outside the country. Rather, 
it is just an annual military readiness traininc exercise. However, 
this year, the training is different from that of previous years in 
that all reservists have been mobilized for joint training instead 
of mobilizing them at different times depending on their provincial 
army unit. 

Lieutenant General Wasin also stated that this mobilization of army 
troops to test their readiness and hold training exercises for the 
reservists will begin on 1 October and end on 29 November, a total 
of 60 days. Those to be mobilized include: 


l. Reserve officers with the rank of second lieutenant throudch 
captain who are below the age of 45; majors and lieutenant colonels 
below the age of 55 and colonels below the age of 64. 


2. Type 1 reserve noncommissioned officers who were once on active 
duty and who were discharged: first class, below the ace of 30; 
second class, below the age of 40; and third class, below the ace 
of 45, 








», Type 1 reserve (reqular) corporals and reserve privates 01 
those discharged from active duty between 1969 and 19/76 who are 
over 30 years of age. 


Che director of the training stated that approximately 3,000 

people will receive training this time. Their home of residence 

ig Banakok, Samut Prakan, Samut Sakhon, Suphanburi, Nakhon Pathom, 
Nonthaburi, Pathumthani, Phetchaburi, Prachuapkhirikhan, Frachinbure, 
Nakhon Nayok, Lopburi, Singburi, Chainat, Ang Thong, Nakhon 
Ratchasima, Chaliyaphum, Surin, Buriram, Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket, 
Yasothon, Udorn Thani, Nong Khai, Nakhon Phanom and Sakon Nakhon. 


‘oncernina this, those who receive mobilization orders must report 
or Cuty as stipulated, If they fail to report for duty, they will 
be punished in accord with the Military Act or in accord with 
military law. In travelling from their home to their place of duty, 
those mobilized can travel free by showing their official 
mobilization orders to the ticket clerk. 


Concerning this training, the qovernment will pay an allowance and 
the trainees will receive their monthly salary from their place of 
work during the entire period of the training. The Ministry of 
Commerce will send letters to this effect to the place of work. 


As for people who are self-employed, besides the allowance paid 
them by the army, they will receive a monthly wace in compensation 
according to the position to which the army appoints them. A_ budocet 
of 20 million baht has been established for this. 





THAILAND 


DOMESTIC ARMS PRODUCTION URGED 
Bangkok TAWAN SIAM in Thai 26 Sep 80 p 2 


[Article by Numkritsana: "The Arms of the Thai Military” | 


[Text] Last Sunday, the Army Field Forces Department held a 
demonstration to show off various types of weapons usec in antitank 
warfare that had been purchased abroad and that can be produced 
domestically. The demonstration was held at the cavalry center at 
Saraburi. Attending the demonstration were General Prem Tinsulanon, 
the commander in chief of the army and prime minister, and high- 
rankina officers, After the chief of the Army Field Forces Department 
finished giving his report and the weapons on display had been 
inspected, the prime minister expressed his satisfaction with the 
capabilities of the weapons and said that he is confident that we can 
defend ourselves. 





Concerning this demonstration of various types of weapons, there were 
several types of weapaoms that can be produced domestically and that 
will have the same capabilities as those produced abroad. In 
particular, the 47/43 antitank rocket is equivalent to the Dragon 
rocket. At present, this weapon is being improved and developed so that 
it will have even creater capabilities. Besides this, there is the 
"Hao Fa" rocket, which is the latest piece of equipment produced by 
Air Force, and the RPc 19. 


Lieutenant General Sak Buntrakun, the chief of the Army Field Forces 
Department, stated that plans have been made to expand cooperation 
with the private sector by surveying the production equipment and 
machinery of the industrial plants throughout the country in order to 
ask for their cooperation in producing military equipment. This will 
help improve the economy and reduce purchases from abroad. Also, this 
will help prepare us if war breaks out. That is, we will be able to 
modify the equipment so it can support the fighting in accord with 
the military development plans. 


Above all, we admire the efforts of the Thai military, which is 
trying to find a way to produce certain types of weapons. It can be 
Said that these weapons are the equal of those produced abroad since 
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PRIVATE iNVSSTMENT TO BE ALLOWED FOR REFINERY CONSTRUCI ION 
bang Kor IAM RAT in Thai 30 Sep 80 pp l, 12 


Article: “The Thai 011 Investment Contracts Will Be Revised to 
Allow the Private sector to invest More" | 

Text) The minister of industry has sent the results of the 
deliberetions on revising the investment contracts for expanding 
Thai oll refineries tothe Petroleum Policy Committee for final 
consideration. in the contracts, only the matter of foundations 

was revised. Also, private | companies) that want to build refineries 
are to be allowed to invest in this. However, they must ave secure 
Ollaterai., 


Major General Chatichai Choonhaven, the minister of industry has 
jisclosed that concerning the deliberations on revising the 
investment contracts for expanding Thai 011 refineries, deliberations 
that have been cOlne on for several months now between the government 
and the Thai Refinin ompany Ltd. (Thai 011), the deliberating 
ommittee of the Ministry of Industry has conciuded its 

jeliberations and sent the results to the Petroleum Committee, the 


_ 


:irmar fF which is eneral Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister, 
_ ler at , 
T hie nist er inagust ry stated tnat tne ontract Sicered nave, 
: irt, not een revisec. in particular, tne contracts 
er oint nvestment anc thre structure o tne iré ownersnip 
ot! ie re a pberore. ine ning tnat a been changed sSiicachtly 
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wit cy ernment a ite tne percentage f tne profit to be 
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has not been possible to discuss the matter because the company 
still has problems with the Defense Energy Department. 


Along with this, Major General Chatichal stated that, concerning 
private companies that want to build refineries in Thailand, the 
covernment has considered this matter and will allow them to build 
them. However, the investors must have secure collateral since such 
business ventures require investments of millions of baht and losses 
nave a great effect on investments. 
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THALLAND 


COLUMNIST eA~PRESSES CONCERN OVER FOREIGN DEBT 
Bangkok TAWAN SIAM in Thal 22 Sep 80 p 3 


_Angkhari Charoenrat column by Isarawut Phiphatphonkai: "One Of Ten 
In the World") 


_Text) As for the headline above, do not think that this is some 
marvelous wonder «* the world. What I will discuss below will be 
discussed from the standpoint of a Thai who pays every cent of his 
taxes in accord with the law. Even though this is not a major 
problem, the 45 million Thais certainly havea right to know about 
this. 


"Thalland is one of ten countries that are in debt the most to the World 
Bank." This is very shocking. It is not known what will happen in the 
future if the country's economic and financial situation remain one 
in which the country qoes deeper and deeper into debt from borrowing 
money from abroad for domestic investment projects -- like "dirt 
covering 4 pig's tail.” 


Never Bnoucn 


This vear, the amount borrowed from the World Bank exceeds 10 billion 


baht, ible that of last year. In 1980, Thailand borrowed money from 
the World Bank to carry on nine different projects. As for develop- 
ment, in the field of eneray, the second phase of laying the natural 
34S pipeline in the lf of Thailand was urgently carried on. | Also), 
there was the project to develop rural agriculture in the localities, 
the pr ect t irain the polluted water and prevent flooding, the 
project to develop hydroelectric power at Knao Laem and the pro ject 
t muick) leveloy o nal electricity in the rural areas. Concerning 
thes: ; Known that Thailan lacks development and that it 
tnerefore, necessary to borrow money for development. 
recat wnat ) iid, how much procress has there really 
ee 
Eve ia 4e@ See eople fighting among themselves and trying to 


iblish a base in order jain power and become more powerful. 





They never consider the villagers’ need for food, which 1s an 
eternal problem, 


They do not care how large the debt is, being more concerned with 
their own profits. Every person who has formed a government has 
failed to solve the problem. 


What can we do when aarbace floats in front of our house? 


How many more years will it be before the country is "free" of these 
debts as is fitting for a fertile agricultural country with 
sufficient raw materials? The main qoods exported should be things 
to help obtain revolving capital so that the country does not have 
to stay in debt and continually work hard to pay the debts because 
of continually having to rely on others. 


This is worrisome and the future of our children is worrisome, 
Concerning daily life, even those who have not yet been born will 
have debts. The high-ranking officials in the government, both youna 
and old, just talk and talk about what they will do to save the 
country and how they will do this and that. But those amonc the 

45 million people in the country who think carefully about matters 
know “what is what.” They know that the officials are just talking 
and that they are not sincere. 


Concerning what has been said, I have said this because Thailand 
does not belona to a Single person; isn't that true? We have the 
right to be worried about our country, a country where our ancestors 
have lived happily since ancient times. 


With things being like they are today, the future iS worrisome since 


future generations may have to become slaves in order to pay the 
jebts incurred by previous generations. What 1S going t: appen 

the future with regard to the plans made by those with bad 
ntentions toward the country, that 1s, those foreign credito: who 


nave made plans that will result in the Thais losing their country 
in the future? 


And who will we Sing our national anthem to? 





THAILAND 


WORLD BANX CALI Rk UTLLITY PRICE INCREASES NOTED 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thal 23 Sep 80 p 4 
_Editorial: “Introduction: The Thai Economy by the World Bank" | 


_Text | The recommende on by Mr Hendrick Vander Hayden, the head of 
the Reaqional Office of the World Bank in Thailand, that the government 
increase public electricity, water and telephone rates, bus fares and 
gasoline prices is an important lesson concerning borrowing money 

from abroad. The important lesson is that this leads to a loss of 
freedom in carrying on things in accord with one's own views. But 
there was one good thing in this Suggestion and that concerned our 
wasteful use of gasoline. This entire matter, both the good and the 
bad aspects must be reviewed. 


something that should be reviewed is that in bank fiscal year 1980, 
which is almost over, approximately 10.84 billion baht was borrowed, 
which is almost double the 5.7 billion baht borrowed last year. This 
resulted from a visit to Thailand by McNamara, who received this 
request during his visit. Another thing is the suggestion that 
Thailand's economy will aqrow even more if things are carried out in 
accord with the recommendation that public utility rates be increased 

e the present low utility prices that have been stipulated lead 
to extravangent expenditures. 


We are not riticizing the head of the regional c fice of the World 
Bank in Thailand for offering these recommendatio s because it is his 
juty to closely follow the things done with the o:( xey borrowed from 
the World Bank. It is very difficult for a country like Thailand, with 
i balance of payments deficit of approximately 60 billion baht, to 
jider borrowing money for other projects or to expand old project 
ne bank must consider the ability of these units to manage the work, 
especially their abili.v to repay the loans. If there are 
extravacent expenditures, they must recommend that such extravaqence 
‘ - adi 
At this point, the thing tnat Thalland and the (‘nal people should 
lider } whether or not we are really being extravacent in our 


gdaiiy iive ind, | if io}, how extravagent. After: people have 





considered this, it will have to be admitted that, 1) fact, most 
Thais are not living extravagently. Rather than there being 

ext ravagence, there is great poverty, 80 much so that children are 
suffering from malnutrition. This is one fact. Another fact 18 that 
some Thais do live extravagently and they are much better off with 
respect to their daily lives, vacation travels and gambling 
activities than the other people in the country. This has given rise 
to what is Known as the "gap between the rich and the poor." When we 
realize the truth of this, we must cooperate with each other and 
consider how to solve the problems. We should not become angry at a 
foreiaqner for giving us instructions about the private behavior of 


the Thal people since we have borrowed money from him and he must 
foliow matters. 


11943 
CsU1 4° 








THAILAND 


PROBLEM Ur LANDLESS FARMERS GROWS IN NORTHEAST 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 19 Sep 80 p 6 
[Articles "The Land Problem In the Northeast Is Growing" | 


(Text } The July-August issue of the JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS of the Office of the National Economic and Social Development 
Board published a report concerning Thailand's farm land problem. In 
short, the basic land problem encountered by the farmers is composed 
of three factors: Lack of farm land, lack of ownership and the 
necessity of having to be land tenents. 


Based on these three problems, it appears that the number of families 
that lack farm land and that must work as employees on farms reaches 
approximately 500,000, This is the poorest group and, to date, they 
have received very little help from the government. The approximately 
l million families that rent land compose the second poorest group 
but these approximately 1 million families that lack ownership are 
better off economically than the farmers who hire themselves out. 
Most of these families live in areas that were once forest reserves 
and they do not have to pay rent. The farmers in this group do not 
have aS many economic problems as the farmers who hire themselves out. 
However, their problem is that they do not have ownership rights to 
the land they farm in accord with the law. 


[The JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS also reported that land 
tenancy, which is prevalent in the Central Region and in the north, 
has, for the most part, been a problem for a long time. From 
Surveys, it has been learned that, even though the tenancy rate is 


high -- reaching approximately 41.31 percent in the Central Region 
and 26.71 percent in the north -- this rate has not increased very 
much in the recent past. The region of concern is the northeast, 
where the tenancy rate used to be 2.6/7 percent but where the rate has 
now risen to 8.68 percent, which is considered to be a rather rapid 
rate of increase. Measures must quickly be taken to control this. 

As an example, one place ii: this region is Nong Khaem Villaace in Kona 
District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. The rate of loss of land 


ownership in this village 1S very alarming. That is, the loss of land 








to merchants has reached 23 percent and another 32 percent have 
“pawned" [Khai fak] or mortaged their land to merchants. The trend is 
that more people will certainly lose ownership in the near future, 

Even at present, these farmers are like tenants on the land that they 


once owned and some are 1 ike hired farmers whose income is very low. 


The journal stated that even though the | efforts! to solve the land 
problems in order to help the farmers who have problems, especially 
in the central and northern regions, must continue, the primary 
problem that must be given urgent attention is in the northeast. 
Measures to control the loss of land ownership rights in the north- 
east must be controlled so this does not expand at too great a rate. 


One thing that can be done is to have the Bank for Agriculture and 
Agricultural Cooperatives extend more credit to the farmers in the 
northeast aS quickly as possible. In particular, the number of 
Lonq-term loans can be increased so that the farmers can pay off the 
mortages on their land or redeem the land they have "pawed"” to the 
merchants, who do not have mortage registration documents that are in 
accord with the law. 
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THAILAND 


BORDER SLACK MARKET SAID TO HURT THAILAND'® IMAGE 
Bangkok TAWAN SIAM in Thai 2 Oct 80 pp 5, 14 
_Politics, an Interesting Subject column by Dr Pricha Hongkrailoet | 


[Text | The problem of theblack market along the Kampuchean border 
does not show any Signs of improving. This has even given Vietnam 

and and the Heng Samrin government an opportunity to spread 
propaganda in other countries so that they will believe that Thailand 
is smuggling various types of goods that allied countries have sent 
to aid the Kampuchean refugees and is selling them on the black 
market. This 1s damaging to Thailand's good image in the eyes of the 
world, 


Besides this, the existence of the black market provides an 
opportunity for people who have bad intentions toward Thailand to 
secretely sell weapons to our enemies. The-sale of weapons on the 
black market generates huge profits for them but creates great 
trouble for the country. Besides weapons, they also sell medicines, 
food, clothing and so on, which is the same as “giving support” to 
the enemy. 

At the same time, Vietnam and the Heng Samrin government have taken 
this opportunity to interfere by using the black market as a tool. 
They have created misunderstandings between the Thal government and 
the Thais who have sought to make a living off the black market by 


spreading rumors that government officials, soldiers, policemen 

and civilians who are responsible for managing things have made 
profits fro .e balck market by engaging in trade themselves while 
at the same time preventing the people from engaging in trade. This 
has greatly damaced the reputation of the officials. 

But the t r thit has damaged our unage the most is that Vietnam has 
led the world to erroneously believe that the government is stealing 
the various at , sent by allied countries to help tne starving 
Kampuchean peo; le and {| is selling] them on the black market. Fven 

t yh thi iS nov. true, it has damaged Thailand's imaae 








if the black market is allowed to continue operating like this, in 
the end, Thailand will lose prestige throughout the worid and 
Thailand's hope of convincing other countries to help the starving 
Kampuchean refucees who have - ito the Kingdom of Thailand wili 
‘ate pecause they will have th f&°4 impression that Thais are 
"tnieves,” If this RAPPERS , Thailand's fate will be one of having to 


provide the refugees with! food, clothing, medicine, housing and so 


on from Our own budeet. 


Thus, in orde* to keep military items from falling into the hands of 
Thailend's e:.amies and to preserve the country's honor in the eyes of 
other countries, the government must make a real effort to completely 
and quickly suppress the black market alone the Thai-kKampuchean 
bordge. The government should issue a statement informing other 
count'‘es of the truth, the truth being that Thailand does not 

Suppot. in any way the activities of the dishonest merchants at the 
black ma~kets. Just the opposite is true; Thailand is making every 
effort posible to suppress (the black market’. 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


PARAMILITARY FORCES --Mr Chamnan Photchana, the governor of Khon Kaen 
Province, has revealed that Khon Kaen Province has turned over 300 
rifles to the Volunteers for National Defense in six districts: 
Kranuan District, 60 rifles; Phu Wieng District, 5O rifles; Chumphae 
District, 40 rifles; Nong Rua District, 20 rifles; Manchakhiri 
District, 60 rifles; and Si Chomphu District, "O rifles. In 
distributing rifles this time, the government officials, merchants 
and people in Khon Kaen Province contributed a total of 290,965 

baht to purchase weapons. To date, Khon Kaen Province has held 77 
training sessions for 12,612 Volunteers for National Lefense. | Text | 
_ Bangkok TAWAN SIAM in Thai 2 Oct 80 p 7) 11943 


COUNTERFEIT PRK CURRENCY--It has been revealed that “clever” Thai 
merchants are foraging Aampuchean currency of the Heng Samrin govern- 
ment and then selling it to and exchanging it for gold from the 
Kampuchean refugees along the Karpuchean border. They are taking 
advantace of this opportunity because Vietnam is not permitting the 
Kampucheans to use Thai currency 4s before. On the evening of 

1 October, a DAO SIAM newspaper reporter in Prachinburi Province 
reported that, at present, clever Thai merchants who have sold coods 
on the black market along the border in Taphraya, Thapsiem, Don Lur 
and None Samet districts and in Nong Chan Village in Taphraya District, 
Prachinburi Province, are forging 5-dollar bills of PRK currency in 
Banckok. They then return and seli it to the Kampuchean merchants 
along this borde:. They exchange it for gold or for Thai currency 

at a rate of 5 dollars for 30 baht. The reporter further stated that, 
at present, middlemen have spread the forsed currency purchased from 
Thai merchants and used it co purchase rice at the Thai border. Alone 
with this, Vietnam has prohibited the Kampuchean people from usinc 
Thai money and forced the people to use only PRK currency. Vietnam 
has taken the Thai currency from the Kampuchean people and dest royed 
all of it, claiming that Thai currency will be completely banned from 
Kampuchea. This has enabled the clever merchants to become very rich. 
(Excerpt | Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 2 Oct 80 pp 1, 14) 11943 


JAPANESE RED ARMY THREAT--The Japanese embassy in Thailand has asked 
the director-general of the Police Department for forces to cuard 
the embassy and consulate in Thailand because of reports that the 








Japanese Red Army has sent a force to Thailand. The news report 
stated that, 2 days ago, the Ja @ embassy in Thailand contacted 
the director-general of the Police Department directly and asked that 
a force be sent to guard and protect the Japanese embassy and 
consulate, other Urportant Japanese unite in Thailand and Japanese 
individuals who live in Thailand. This request was made because the 
Japanese embassy received a report that, at present, the Japanese Red 
Army has sent a force to Thailand to harm Japanese persons and units 
of the Japanese government, which the Japanese Red Army opposes. The 
news report stated that Police General Monchai Phankhongchun, the 
director-general of the Police Department, has ordered the officials 
concerned, such as the metropolitan police, customs officials and 
suppression officials, to send forces to quard various places in 
accord with the r t and to yt pl check the people enter 

the country. (Text [Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 28 Sep 80 p 16) 11943 


BPP CAJUALTIEsS, CRIMINAL ACIS--The Commissioner's Office of the Horder 
Patrol Rolice has stated that, since 1977, 736 policemen have been 
Killed in clashes and 211 have been dismissed. Yesterday morninc, 
Police “Major Cenerai Phairot Putthayanawin, the commissioner, 
sommissioner’s U*fice of the border Patrol Police, talked with a 
reporter about the results of the communist terrorist suppressio: 
activities. He said that, since 1977, 736 border patrol policemen nave 
been Killed. Of these, 7! were commissioned officers and 66° were 
noncommissioned officers. Police Major Ceneral Phairot also stated 
that the Commissioner's Office of the Border fPatrol Police had 
Jismissed men from covernment service for improper behavior such a 
derelictioiu of duty, druc addiction, behavior requirine 4 court 
appearance, firinc weapons in public without proper reaso:, drunk and 
disorderly conduct and cesertion. Concerning the number dismissed, 

$9 policemen were dismissed--four commissioned officers ord 3° 
noncommissioned officers. Ten noncommissioned officers were remove 
from duty!) and 162 noncommissioned officers were dismissed | as 
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published |. [Text] SIA! RAT in Thai 1 Oct 80 p 2° 11943 
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